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You  wont  come 
unstuck  if  you  stick 

to  these  Simple 
New  "tear  resolutions. 

1  lV  i  1.A  'VVJU^'VJV.' 


\  I  will  stock  the  skin  care  range 
that  has  a  £1,000,000 advertising 
campaign  behind  it 


%  I  will  stocK  the  skin  care  range  that 
^  has  a  National!/,  campaign, running 
throughout  the  year 

3,  I  will  stocK  the  skin  care  range  that 
runs  highly  successful  promotions. 

4  I  will  stocK  the  skin  care  range  that 
'  has  more  than  doubled  its  sales 
over  the  past  five  years. 

5,  In  short,  I  will  stock  the  Simple 


skin  care  range. 
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They  put  their  heads  together. . 
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t  he  family  1 1  eat  merit  left 
for  the  elimination 
of  head  lite 
in  two  hour:. 


CARYLDERH 

{•  A  tbeelirninattan 
of  head  Hoe  intwo  hours 


110  ml 


KOml 


",!  KJrnl 


..•so  we  did,  too. 


Modern  thinking  on  family  head  lice  control 
demands  immediate,  the  >rough  treatment  for  all,  even 
if  only  one  head  is  infested. 

It's  the  only  way  to  be  certain  that  infestation  and 
reinfestation  through  day-to-day  head  contact  is 
eliminated  from  the  family  group. 

To  help  you  bring  home  the  point  to  your 
customers  we've  introduced  new  PRIODERM  and 
CARYLDERM  FAMILY  TREATMENT  KITS  with  Stylish  new 
pack  designs  for  maximum  visibility. 

PRIODERM®  CARYLDERM® 

LOTION,  SI IAMPOO  AND  FAMILY       LOTION,  SHAMPOO  AND  FAMILY 
TREATMENT  KIT  TREATMENT  KIT 

Further  information  i.s  available  from: 
N^\PP  )  Napp  Laboratories,  The  Science  Park,  Cambridge  CB4  4BH.  Member  of  the  Napp  Pharmaceutical  Group 
®  Prioderm  and  Carylderm  are  registered  trade  marks  ©  Napp  Laboratories  Limited  198S 
Prioderm  Lotion  and  Shampi  ><  >  contain  Malathion.  Carylclt-rm  Lotion  and  Shampoo  contain  Carbaryf 


Each  contains  1 10ml  of  2-hour  kill  lotion,  a  nit 
comb  for  effective  treatment  and  diagnosis,  plus 
detailed  advice  and  instructions  for  use. 

Family  treatment  kits  are  a  brand  new  approach 
to  the  problem  of  head  lice,  and  an  excellent 
opportunity  for  you  to  increase  sales  in  this  area. 

So  contact  us  now  for  your  FREE  merchandising 
starter  pack,  including  a  colourful  and  informative 
new  educational  leaflet  for  your  counter. 
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COMMENT 


The  news  in  the 
_  national  Press  last 
%|    weekend  that  con- 
%  tract  legislation 

was,  after  all,  to  be  introduced  in 
this  session  of  Parliament  will 
have  come  as  a  surprise  to  non- 
Chemlst  &  Druggist  readers  (last 
week,  p226).  It  certainly  did  to 
publishers  and  contributors  to 
"Professional  Eye",  a  periodical 
sent  out  last  week  to  all 
pharmacists  on  the  Register, 
which  judging  by  the  letters  to 
the  Editor  this  week  (p316),  was 
received  with  some 
embarrassment  and  a  singular 
lack  of  enthusiasm. 

Spokesman  for  the  three 
bodies  that  represent  community 
pharmacists  express 
considerable  delight  in  the 
"good  news"  despite  its  late 
entrance  onto  the  Parliamentary 
stage.  For  the  PSNC,  chairman 
David  Sharpe  makes  it  clear  his 
faith  in  the  quality  of  the  package 
has  been  vindicated  by  a 
Government  that  in  the  end, 
stuck  to  the  bargain.  The 
contract  legislation  will  ride  on 
the  back  of  a  Bill  to  enable  the 
Food  Act  1984  to  be  applied  to 


NHS  hospitals,  and  additionally 
will  allow  the  Government  to 
reflect  past  under-  or 
overpayments  in  future  fees  to 
any  professional  NHS 
contractor.  The  Bill  is  apparently 
known  in  some  quarters  as  the 
"Chemist,  Cockroach  and 
Clawback  Bill"  —  an  evocative 
and  inspired  title  for  some  very 
fundamental  legislation  deemed 
necessary  by  a  Government  oft- 
battered  of  late  in  the  courts. 

PSNC  says  it  has  the  backing 
of  the  profession  in  seeking  to 
introduce  a  national  appeals 
procedure  to  settle  the  contract 
limitation  disputes  that  cannot  be 
resolved  locally.  This  may  be 
some  consolation  to  company 


chemist  dissenters,  but  could 
prove  cumbersome  to  both 
patients  in  need  of  a  better- 
placed  pharmacy,  or 
entrepreneurs  in  search  of  a 
fresh  opportunity.  A  national 
committee  would  be  seen  to  be 
above  any  sectional  or  local 
interest,  but  then  so  should 
practice  subcommittees  and 
regional  committees. 

The  profession  also  should 
applaud  the  move  to  introduce 
standards  of  practice  to 
community  pharmacy.  The  few 
substandard  pharmacies  cannot 
be  hidden  from  the  public  —  the 
advertising  campaign  by  its  very 
nature,  points  people  in  the 
direction  of  both  the  good  and 
the  bad  (de  facto).  And  soon  the 
Nuffield  Inquiry  could  boost  the 
pharmacy  health  care 
movement. 

Stage  one  of  the  new  con- 
tract is  now  almost  with  us:  stage 
two  will  shortly  be  open  to 
negotiation.  As  NPA  chairman 
Peter  Taylor  says  in  a 
C&D  interview  this  \\  \\ 
week  (p310):  It's  _J  \  J\ 
time  to  face  the  ',  \  \ 
future. 
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Contract  In  -  PSNC 
goes  for  national  appeals 

By  July  the  Government  expects  to  have  passed  a  Bill  enabling 
the  new  contract  agreed  with  pharmacist  representatives  last 
year  to  be  introduced  in  full.  But  PSNC  now  wants  a  new 
national  appeal  committee  to  adjudicate  finally  on  the 
provision  of  new  contracts.  The  Bill  also  will  re-establish 
beyond  doubt  the  Government's  ability  to  ensure  that 
remuneration  and  reimbursement  arrangements  for  all  NHS 
Family  Practitioner  Services'  professional  contractors  are  fair 
to  the  contractors  themselves  and  to  the  tax  payer.  Past 
overpayment  and  underpayment  "may  be  reflected  in  future 
fees"  but  PSNC  says  any  claw-back  will  be  limited  to  the  date  a 
new  discount  scale  is  announced,  for  example.  The  provisions 
will  cover  Great  Britain  and,  if  necessary,  be  extendable  to 
Northern  Ireland,  the  DHSS  says. 


PSNC  chairman  David  Sharpe  says  he  is 
delighted  that  the  new  contract  agreed  last 
year  is  now  to  be  introduced  in  full. 
"Having  led  the  negotiations  for  well  over 
a  year  it  was  very  frustrating  to  have  been 
thwarted,  apparently,  at  the  last  moment. 
But  at  no  stage  did  I  despair." 

All  the  professional  bodies  within 
pharmacy  now  agree  the  contract  package 
should  include  a  national  appeals 
procedure,  he  says.  "We  hope  this  can  be 
introduced  to  the  Regulations  to  the  Bill  as 
it  passes  through  its  Parliamentary 
Committee  stage.  PSNC  will  do  everything 
in  its  power  to  ensure  this." 

Mr  Sharpe  favours  final  appeal  to  a 
national  appeals  committee  (NAC)  that 
mirrors  the  make  up  of  the  pharmacy 
practice  subcommittees  and  the  regional 
appeals  committees,  rather  than  to  the 
Secretary  for  Social  Services.  He  says  the 
latter  course  could  introduce  an 
unnecessary  degree  of  bureaucracy. 

And  Mr  Sharpe  points  out  that  if  the 
Bill  receives  Royal  Assent  by  July,  as  is 
expected,  the  new  contract  will  only  have 
been  delayed  by  two  or  three  months. 

PSNC's  estimate  of  pharmacy  closures 
under  the  new  contract  with  its 
compensation  package  is  still  200-300 
(C&D,  November  23,  p946).  Mr  Sharpe  is 
not  prepared  to  say  how  many  of  those  will 
be  among  the  136  pharmacies  that  opened 
up  in  September  1985,  for  example,  in  an 
attempt  to  beat  the  contract  deadline.  Nor 
will  he  estimate  how  much  relocation  of 
existing  contractors  may  go  on  after  July, 
or  how  many  applications  to  open  up 
pharmacies  will  be  put  before  the  new 
pharmacy  practice  subcommittees. 

The  DHSS  fears  there  could  be  as 


many  as  300-400  applications  a  year  and 
that  a  vetting  system  that  includes  a 
national  appeals  committee  could  result  in 
a  log  jam,  Mr  Sharpe  understands.  PSNC 
believes  applications  could  be  handled 
"quickly  and  sympathetically"  by  an 
independent  national  body. 

The  new  contract  should  not  allow  any 
individuals,  group  or  grouping  within 
community  pharmacy  to  gain  an 
advantage,  says  Mr  Sharpe.  "If  anyone 
manages  to  beat  the  system  the  contract 
will  have  failed."  PSNC  will  stand  by  the 
original  guidelines  agreed  with  the 
Department:  "They  represent  the  best  deal 
that  can  be  achieved  at  present,  "warts  and 
all' ." 

PSNC  has  detected  no  change  in  mood 
among  contractors  since  the  DHSS 
lawyers  put  a  block  on  the  contract  last 
September,  he  says.  "Indeed  some  of  the 
more  outrageous  claims  of  opposition  to  it 
have  been  seen  to  be  over-statements." 
The  British  Pharmacists  Association  again 
was  quoting  a  figure  of  3,000  or  so  closures 
in  last  Saturday's  issue  of  The  Times. 

"Would  any  professional  body 
negotiate  a  contract  likely  to  result  in  the 
closure  of  a  third  of  its  contractor 
members?"  Mr  Sharpe  asks.  "We  are  a 
caring  profession."  He  draws  attention  to 
the  letter  sent  out  to  LPC  secretaries  last 
week  encouraging  local  contractors  to  co- 
operate with  the  closure  problems 
encountered  by  any  pharmacist  taking 
advantage  of  the  new  contract 
compensation  payments.  The  letter 
suggests  that  pharmacists  who  benefit 
from  a  closure  through  additional  script 
volume  could  purchase  unwanted  stock, 
fixtures  and  fittings  at  a  fair  price  as  well  as 
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PSNC  chairman  David  Sharpe 

perhaps  taking  on  redundant  staff. 

Mr  Sharpe  says  he  is  surprised  that  so 
many  PSNC  Committee  members  are 
being  returned  unopposed  in  the  forth- 
coming elections.  And  he  notes  that  he  is 
the  only  member  with  more  than  one 
opposing  candidate  in  the  elections  to  the 
NPA  Board.  If  he  were  to  fail  to  be  re- 
elected to  the  Board  then  he  would 
automatically  step  down  from  PSNC  and 
its  chairmanship,  as  he  is  presently  on  the 
PSNC  as  one  of  the  four  NPA 
representatives.  Mr  Sharpe  has  been  an 
NPA  Board  member  for  eighteen  years 
and  chairman  of  PSNC  for  seven  years. 

He  does  not  understand  the  decision  of 
Mr  Alan  Nathan,  formerly  chairman  of  the 
Pharmacists  Action  Committee  —  now  the 
British  Pharmacists  Association  (UK)  Ltd 
—  to  resign  because  he  is  to  stand  in  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  Council 
election.  Mr  Sharpe  says  that  he  has  been 
a  member  of  the  PSGB  Council,  the  NPA 
Board  and  the  PSNC  simultaneously:  "I 
believe  I  have  been  able  to  achieve  a  level 
of  understanding  common  to  all  three 
bodies  that  is  the  nearest  thing  to  unity, 
taking  account  of  the  different  structure  of 
the  three  bodies." 

On  the  question  of  pharmacy 
standards  following  contract  limitation,  Mr 
Sharpe  says  he  does  not  mind  whether 
they  are  introduced  through  Section  66  of 
the  Medicines  Act,  or  through  Regulations 
to  the  new  Bill.  The  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  is  at  present  in  discussion  with  the 
Department  of  Health  (see  p283). 

Mr  Sharpe  is  confident  that,  following 
the  publication  of  the  Nuffield  Report 
(expected  late  March),  and  the 
introduction  of  stage  one  of  the  new 
contract  in  the  Autumn,  stage  two 
negotiations  should  follow  naturally  and 
be  concluded  successfully. 

C&D  understands  the  contract 
package  is  likely  to  be  implemented  on 
October  1. 

The  new  remuneration  package  for 
1986-97  is  expected  to  be  negotiated 
forthwith  now  the  Government  has 
announced  its  intent  to  legislate.  The  fee, 
on-cost  and  compensation  structure 
outlined  last  year  (C&D,  May  25,  1985)  will 
have  to  reflect  the  outcome  of 
PSNC: DHSS  balance  sheet  adjustments 
for  the  new  financial  year. 
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Society  'welcomes' 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  has  welcomed 
the  new  move  by  the  Government. 
"Having  expressed  our  grave 
disappointment  when  it  seemed  we  were 
losing  the  opportunity  last  year,  it  is 
beyond  any  doubt  that  we  would  welcome 
the  current  proposals,"  said  assistant 


...NPA  'delighted' 

The  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association's  director  Tim  Astill  said 
he  was  "absolutely  delighted"  that 
the  Government  is  to  introduce  a 
Bill  implementing  the  new  contract. 

He  said  he  would  like  to  see  a  national 
appeals  procedure  but  was  concerned  that 
the  time  taken  might  be  prohibitive.  "Such 
a  body  works  very  well  in  general  medical 
practice,"  he  said.  "But  with  pharmacies 
speed  is  going  to  be  of  the  essence  when 
you  have  property  deals  hanging  over 
your  head.  Provided  it  could  be  designed 
to  give  a  prompt  response  then  I  think 


...PGC  'pleased': 

Pharmaceutical  General  Council 
secretary  Dr  Virden  said  he  was  "very 
pleased"  about  Minister  for  Health  Bamey 
Hayhoe's  announcement  on  a  pending  Bill 
to  give  force  to  the  new  contract  for 
Scottish  pharmacists.  A  letter  confirming 
the  statement  had  been  received  from  the 
Scottish  Home  and  Health  Department. 

"We  cannot  do  anything  until  the  Bill 
has  passed  through  Parliament,  but  there 

Safeway  "back 
to  square  one' 

"We  are  back  to  square  one,"  says 
Tony  Combes,  head  of  public 
affairs  for  Safeway  Food  Stores. 
"The  proposed  legislation  appears 
to  be  totally  contrary  to  the 
Government's  declared  aim  of  free 
enterprise  and  fair  competition." 

Mr  Combes  said  Safeway  objected  to 
the  "necessary  or  desirable"  clause  that 
would  decide  the  location  of  new 
pharmacies.  "Our  fear  is  that  this  will  be 
used  to  prevent  Safeway  responding  to 
customer  demand  for  a  full  NHS  pharmacy 
service  throughout  our  extended  opening 
hours,"  said  Mr  Combes.  Safeway  have  24 
pharmacies  and  are  opening  at  a  rate  of 
one  store  a  month. 

Mr  Combes  said  that  Safeway  would 


proposals... 

secretary  Bruce  Rhodes. 

On  the  question  of  standards,  Mr 
Rhodes  said  the  Society  was  involved  m 
discussions  with  the  Department  of  Health 
officials.  "At  the  moment  we  are  pushing 
for  the  implementation  of  Section  66  of  the 
Medicines  Act,"  he  said. 


there  is  a  lot  to  be  said  for  a  national  body 
which  would  be  seen  to  be  more 
independent  than  a  local  committee." 

With  regard  to  the  possible 
incorporation  of  pharmacy  standards  into 
the  Bill,  Mr  Astill  said:  "Standards  should 
be  left  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  who 
have  shown  themselves  perfectly  capable 
of  dealing  with  this.  Ideally  we  would  like 
to  see  the  implementation  of  Section  66  of 
the  Medicines  Act."  This  would  provide 
the  necessary  powers  for  the  Society  to 
control  standards  and  would  be  backed  up 
by  a  code  of  ethics  drawn  up  by  the 
Government  and  the  profession.  "I  would 
not  like  to  see  a  code  drawn  up  by  a 
bureaucrat,"  he  said. 


are  a  whole  range  of  issues  still  to  be 
discussed  with  the  SHHD,"  he  said.  These 
include  the  compensation  scheme  for 
those  who  decide  to  close,  the  Essential 
Pharmacies  Scheme,  and  the  actual 
mechanics  of  implementation. 

The  guidelines  on  rational  location, 
circulated  to  the  Health  Boards  for 
comment,  were  at  an  advanced  stage  and 
will  be  little  changed,  he  said.  "The  ball  is 
back  in  play.  The  contract  has  risen  from 
the  dead." 


obviously  prefer  a  final  national  appeal 
rather  than  having  to  rely  on  local  decision 
making . 


...BPA  (UK)  has 
writs  ready 

The  British  Pharmacists  Association 
says  it  has  prepared  writs  to  be 
served  against  the  Pharmaceutical 
Services  Negotiating  Committee 
and  the  Government  should  the  new 
contract  become  law. 

Charles  Flynn,  the  acting  honorary 
general  secretary  BPA  (UK)  has  written  to 
all  members  urging  them  to  fight  the 
introduction  of  the  new  contract  in  every 
way  possible.  "As  you  are  all  aware,  the 
latest  DHSS  and  PSNC  moves  to  contribute 
to  your  funeral  is  to  attempt  to  bring  in  the 
new  contract  using  their  Hospital  Crown 
Immunity  Bill,"  writes  Mr  Flynn. 

He  suggests  as  a  response  that  BPA 
members  should:  ask  a  colleague  to  join 
the  Association  and  contribute  to  its 
fighting  fund;  write  to  local  newspapers 
and  the  national  Press;  lobby  MPs;  write  to 
the  Health  Minister  and  Mrs  Thatcher; 
write  to  C&D  and  the  Pharmaceutical 
Journal;  withhold  payment  to  the  PSNC 
and  Pharmaceutical  General  Council 
(Scotland),  and  contact  members  of  the 
Society's  Council  and  LPCs. 


'Hallelujah'  -  RPA 

"Glory  Hallelujah,  the  contract  has  risen 
from  the  dead  to  confound  its  enemies  and 
restore  faith  to  those  who  support 
professional  realism  and  an  enhanced 
future  for  pharmacy,"  says  John  Davies, 
secretary  of  the  Rural  Pharmacists 
Association. 

"Rural  pharmacists  will  be  delighted 
and  will  look  forward  to  a  much  greater 
strength  and  security,"  he  says. 


That's  one  in  the  eye  for  the  BPA!" 
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It  seems  some  people  haven't  heard  of  Dulcolax. 


But  they  will  they  will. 


he  best  known  laxatives  tend  to  be  the  campaign  to  tell  sufferers  about  this  thoroughly 
older  ones.  With  the joke  about  sudden fear    modern  and  effective  remedy  which  is  available* 


relieving  constipation  being  perhaps 
the  best  known  of  all. 

We  are  pleased  to  say  that  this  sorry 
state  of  affairs  is  about  to  change. 

For  now  that  Dulcolax  will  be  sold 


laxative  tablets  for 
predictable  'relief 
and  gentle  normal 
movement 


directly  from  Pharmacies. 

In  line  with  this  development  wel 
have  re-designed  the  Dulcolax packsl 
and  produced  some  stylish  dispensers! 
And  we're  offering  you  generous  bonuses! 


entirely  (over  the  counter,'  we  can  support  it  as  well  as  improved  profits.  So  be  sure  to  stockj 
with  advertising.  We  are  therefore  mounting  and  display  Dulcolax  and  gain  some  more 
a  heavyweight  national  press  and  magazine     regular  customers. 


SEE  YOUR  WINDSOR  PHARMACEUTICALS  REPRESENTATIVE  OR  CONTACT  WINDSOR  PHARMACEUTICALS  LIMITED,  ELLESFIELD  AVENUE,  BRACKNELL,  BERKS.  RGI24YS. 

TELEPHONE:  0344  50222  A  BOEHRINGER  INGELHEIM  COMPANY, 
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Ministers  willing 
to  consider 
national  appeals 

Health  Ministers  are  willing  to 
consider  demands  for  a  national 
appeals  procedure  for  pharmacists 
who,  under  the  imminent  new 
contract,  could  be  refused 
permission  to  set  up  a  pharmacy. 
If  pharmacists  insist  that  regional 


appeals  are  not  enough,  they  are  ready  to 
listen  to  their  arguments,  especially  if  the 
pharmacists'  case  is  put  firmly  during  the 
passage  (before  the  Summer)  of  the  Bill 
giving  the  Government  power  to  set  the 
terms  of  the  contract. 

But  civil  servant  are  expected  to  argue 
against  national  appeals,  on  the  grounds 
that  such  a  procedure  would  have  the 
cumulative  effect  of  negating  the 
restrictive  object  of  the  legislation.  This  is 
how  the  DHSS  civil  servants,  and  former 
Minister  for  Health  Kenneth  Clarke, 
looked  at  the  appeals  procedure  on  the 
limited  list. 


No  clowback  for 
PI  pharmacies 

Health  Ministers  have  little  hope  of 
clawing  hack  past  "overpayments" 
to  pharmacists  who  have  benefitted 
from  parallel  importing. 

DHSS  legal  experts  are  advising 
Ministers  that  any  moves  to  clawback 
money  allegedly  overpaid  in  the  past  will 
fall  foul  of  the  ban  on  retrospective 
legislation  which  destroyed  DHSS 
attempts  last  year  to  claw  back  past 
overpayments  to  opticians. 

Ministers  are  also  frustrated  by  EEC 
laws  which  seem  to  rule  out  another 
suggested  way  for  the  DHSS  to  recoup  the 
extra  profits  made  by  pharmacists  through 
parallel  importing.  Opposition  spokesmen 
and  some  Tory  backbenches  want  the  next 
pharmacists  contract  to  give  less  cash  to 
pharmacists  who  buy  cheaper  from 
abroad.  But  that  almost  certainly  amounts 
to  discrimination  against  fellow  EEC 
countries'  exports  which  is  banned  by  the 
Common  Market. 

The  Government  hopes  to  introduce, 
within  a  fortnight,  its  Bill  giving  the  Social 
Services  Secretary  definitive  powers  to  set 
the  terms  of  pharmacists  and  opticians 
contracts  with  the  NHS  (see  p282). 

Health  Minister  Barney  Hayhoe  said  in 
a  Parliamentary  answer  this  week  the  Bill 

'Union  Jack'  to 
beat  imports? 

The  Government  is  to  consider 
"iJiftion  Jack"  a  campaign  to  cut 
back  the  £15m  per  year  which  the 
NHS  is  thought  to  be  losing  through 
parallel  importing. 

The  DHSS  has  accepted  that  it  cannot 
change  the  law  to  cut  PI,  because  of  EEC 
anti-discrimination  rules.  But  civil  servants 
are  investigating  an  attack  on  the  problem 


would  ensure  reimbursement 
arrangements  "allow  past  overpayments  or 
underpayments  to  be  reflected  in  the 
future  fees."  But  this  will  not  apply  to 
overpayments  before  the  Bill  is  enacted. 

The  parallel  importing  problem  was 
discussed  on  Monday  by  PSNC 
representatives  and  DHSS  officials  in  a 
general  discussion  on  discounts,  but  no 
decisions  were  taken.  The  DHSS  dismisses 
suggestions  that  £40m  a  year  is  lost  by  the 
health  service  through  parallel  importing. 
That  is  the  total  income  cost  of  imported 
drugs,  said  a  spokesman. 

In  spite  of  the  legal  difficulties,  Labour 
Shadow  Health  Minister  Frank  Dobson 
supported  a  differential  contract  to 
clawback  "excess"  single  profits  made 
from  parallel  importing.  "I  think 
something  on  these  lines  is  probably  the 
best  idea,"  he  told  C&D  this  week.  He 
added:  "However,  we  should  contest  the 
suggestion  that  imported  drugs  are 
inferior  because  they  are  cheaper.  Most 
are  just  the  same  quality  as  non-imported 
drugs. 

"  In  fact  some  of  the  imported  drugs 
are  made  in  Britain,  exported,  then 
reimported  —  and  are  still  cheaper." 

"That  should  make  the  Government 
realise  just  how  much  the  drug  companies 
are  overcharging  the  NHS.  It  should  be 
looked  at  carefully  when  the 
Pharmaceutical  Price  Regulation  Scheme 
is  next  renegotiated." 


from  the  consumer  end  of  the  chain. 

The  increase  in  original  pack 
dispensing  could  be  used  to  the  taxpayers 
advantage,  it  is  thought,  by  putting  Union 
Jack  stickers  inside  UK-originated 
packages.  And  the  public  could  be 
encouraged  to  demand  prescriptions  be 
filled  only  with  UK  drugs. 

Ministers  are  signalling  a  slightly  less 
rigourous  time  for  drug  company  profits. 
They  are  drawing  back  from  hitting  too 
hard  through  the  current  renegotiation  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Price  Regulation 
Scheme. 


"Express'  attacks 
Minus-cal 

The  manufacturers  of  Minus-cal 
have  replied  to  criticism  of  the 
product  in  the  Daily  Express. 

The  newspaper  said  this  week  that 
slimming  claims  for  the  product  were  a 
hoax,  that  it  was  to  be  banned  in  Norway 
and  that  "scores  of  readers"  had  phoned 
the  Express  to  say  they  had  suffered 
headache  and  diarrhoea  when  taking  it. 
The  Pharmaceutical  Society  was  "likely  to 
examine  the  pills  and  could  recommend 
its  members  not  to  stock  them"  and  Boots 
had  banned  them. 

Manufacturers  Medic  Group  of 
Scandinavia  say  that  Minus-cal  is  not  to  be 
banned  in  Norway  but  the  labelling  is  to  be 
changed.  Clinical  trials  had  revealed  no 
side  effects  and  the  tablets  had  shown  an 
80  per  cent  success  rate  in  people  eating 
normally,  95  per  cent  if  they  followed  the 
complete  diet  and  exercise  programme. 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  told  C&D 
that  no  recommendations  were  being 
made  on  the  product.  Boots  said  they  had 
never  stocked  it  nor  been  offered  it;  their 
medical  evaluators  had  decided  that  while 
the  product  would  do  no  harm,  the 
slimming  claims  were  not  adequately 
substantiated. 

Facing  up  to 
food  poisoning 

Teenage  smoking  and  the  increase 
in  food  poisoning  cases  are  two  of 
the  most  urgent  problems  facing  the 
Department  of  Health,  says  Chief 
Medical  Officer  Donald  Acheson. 

In  his  annual  report  —  "On  the  state  of 
public  health  for  the  year  1984"  (HMSO, 
£7.30),  he  points  out  that  smoking  is  the 
largest  avoidable  hazard  in  Britain  today 
and  is  responsible  for  10,000  deaths  a 
year.  A  third  of  all  young  people  are 
already  smoking  when  they  are  nineteen. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  food 
poisoning  cases  is  due  partially  to  an 
increasing  number  of  laboratory 
investigations  and  to  better  reporting.  But 
a  rise  of  over  6,000  in  the  number  of  cases 
between  1977  and  1983  suggests  that  part 
of  the  increase  is  real.  A  review  of  the 
health  food  regulations  is  underway  (C&D, 
January  11. 

Heroin  addiction,  water  fluoridation, 
and  heart  disease  are  also  discussed  and 
the  disease  AIDS  is  described  as  the 
"greatest  challenge  in  the  field  of 
communicable  diseases  for  many  years." 


Chemist  &  Druggist  15  February  1986 


285 


Emergency  duty 
offer  rejected  by 
Guild... 

The  annual  branch  delegates 
meeting  of  the  Guild  of  Hospital 
Pharmacists  last  Saturday  has 
rejected  the  Government's  latest 
offer  to  end  the  out-of -hours  dispute. 

The  offer,  put  by  the  management  side 
of  Whitley  Council  in  the  middle  of 
January,  offered  £600  on  basic  grade  and 
£1, 100  on  staff  pharmacist  salaries  in 
return  for  a  commitment  by  all  hospital 
pharmacists  to  provide  emergency  duty 
cover.  This  offer  was  considered 
unacceptable  on  a  number  of  points.  The 
staff  side  are  to  investigate  alternative 
proposals  which  will  be  circulated  for 
further  discussion. 

Delegates  agreed  with  staff  side  that 

•..AGM  delayed 
by  ballot  mess 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the 
Guild  was  adjourned  until  April  6 
following  a  mix-up  with  ballot 
forms  in  the  Guild  Council 
elections. 

A  great  many  Guild  members  had  not 
received  ballot  papers  for  the  election  for 
five  members  of  the  Guild  Council  and  a 
motion  passed  by  the  AGM  declared  the 
1986  elections  null  and  void.  The  problem 
seemed  to  stem  from  the  mailing  lists  kept 
by  ASTMS,  which  appeared  to  be  wildly 
inaccurate. 


NPA  elections 


The  list  of  candidates  who  have  been 
nominated  for  the  National 
Pharmaceutical  Association  Board  of 
management,  and  those  who  have  been 
returned  unopposed  is  given  below.  There 
are  four  seats  being  contested.  Voting 
papers  will  be  issued  on  February  24, 
these  are  to  be  returned  no  later  than 
noon,  March  26.  The  results  will  be 
declared  on  March  27.  The  two  members 
from  Scotland  are  appointed  by  the 
Scottish  Pharmaceutical  Federation. 
Area  1.  North  of  England  —  candidates: 
G.H.  Bullous,  P.  Snowdon 
Area  2.  North  East,  division  two  —  no  election: 
L.  Calvert 

Area  3.  East  —  no  election:  CD.  Ross 
Area  4.  East  Anglia  —  no  election:  J.  King 
Area  5.  North  East  London  —  no  election: 
R.G.  Worby 
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the  money  offered  was  insufficient.  It  also  I 
did  not  extend  to  higher  grades  who  were 
nevertheless  involved  in  out-of-hours 
work.  The  "commitment"  required  by  all 
hospital  pharmacists  was  also  a  stumbling 
point,  as  not  all  hospital  pharmacists  were 
able  to  give  such  an  undertaking.  Three 
was  also  a  feeling  that  emergency  duty 
payments  should  be  settled  as  a  separate 
issue  to  pay.  But  the  whole  idea  of 
additional  allowances  is  one  that  NHS 
management  board  chairman  Victor  Paige 
is  said  to  be  very  much  against. 

The  BDM  passed  resolutions  that  all 
health  districts  should  have  a 
pharmaceutical  officer  directiy 
responsible  to  the  health  district  authority, 
that  Guild  Council  should  investigate  the 
possibility  of  having  a  pay  review  body, 
and  there  should  be  an  investigation  into 
the  current  recruitment  problem.  ASTMS, 
of  which  the  Guild  is  a  section,  was 
criticised  for  the  lack  of  poor  publicity  of 
the  Guild's  problems. 


Guild  Council,  meeting  after  the 
adjourned  AGM,  decided  that  district 
members  should  obtain  updated 
membership  lists  from  groups  within  a 
fortnight,  and  a  new  election  held  with 
those  lists  as  a  base  for  determining  the 
electorate.  Ballot  papers  will  go  out  within 
four  weeks  with  the  results  declared  at  the 
reconvened  AGM  on  April  6. 

The  overseeing  of  the  ballot  will  be  one 
of  the  first  jobs  for  the  Guild's  new 
divisional  officer  Dr  David  Bird.  After  the 
AGM,  ASTMS  national  officer  Terry 
Comerford  announced  changes  in  the 
responsibilites  of  a  number  of  officers.  As 
a  result  of  this  reorganisation  Ms  Donna 
Haber  will  no  longer  be  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  the  Guild  section. 


Area  6.  South  East  one  —  no  election:  I.C.N.  Willord 

Area  7.  South  East  two  —  no  election:  P. A. P.  Gleeson 

Area  8.  North  West  London  —  no  election:  L.  Priest 

Area  9.  Home  counties  —  candidates:  B.R.  Hopkins, 

R.I.  Hughes,  D.N.  Sharpe 

Area  10.  South  —  candidates:  N.R.  Hunter, 

E.M.  Thornton 

Area  11.  South  West  —  no  election:  D.H.  Maddock 
Area  12.  West  —  no  election:  P.E.  Taylor 
Area  13.  West  Midlands  —  candidates:  C.G.  Murray, 
J.D.  Thomas 

Area  14.  North  West  one  —  no  election:  A.S.  Facer 
Area  15.  North  West  two  —  no  election:  I.R.  Chtherow 
Area  16.  Greater  Manchester  —  no  election: 
M.  Gellman 

Area  17.  Wales  —  no  election:  D.R.  Evans,  R.  lones 
Area  19.  N.  Ireland  —  no  election:  T.I.  O'Rourke 


LPC  elections 

In  addition  to  those  areas  listed  last  week  in 
C&D  (p  268)  employee  elections  (E)  are  to 
be  held  for  Durham  LPC. 


Pharmaton  put 
it  straight 

The  news  from  Pharmagen  that 
they  will  discontinue  handling 
Pharmaton  capsules  from  March  31 
has  brought  an  immediate  response 
from  Pharmaton's  Swiss 
headquarters. 

"While  it  is  a  fact  that  Pharmaton  have 
decided  Pharmagen  will  cease  to  handle 
our  products,  this  premature 
announcement  may  have  created 
uncertainty  and  confusion,"  said  a 
spokesman.  "It  is  our  firm  intention  to 
expand  and  develop  Pharmaton's  position 
in  UK  pharmacies  with  an  improved 
marketing  and  distribution  programme. 
An  announcement  will  be  made  next  week 
which  will  clarify  the  position  and  also 
outline  Pharmaton's  future  policy." 

Camoquin  to 
move  to  POM? 

Parke-Davis  have  applied  for 
reclassification  of  Camoquin 
(amodiaquine)  from  P  to  POM  and 
are  asking  pharmacists  to  treat  the 
drug  as  prescription  only  until  the 
necessary  change  to  the  POM  order 
can  be  made. 

The  application  follows  a  number  of 
reports  of  agranulocytosis  in  patients 
taking  the  drug,  though  Parke-Davis  says 
that  many  of  these  patients  were  taking 
Camoquin  in  conjunction  with  other 
antimalarials. 

The  company  has  made  a  number  of 
changes  to  the  Data  Sheet.  For 
prophylaxis  camoquin  should  only  be 
used,  as  a  sole  agent,  in  areas  of 
chloroquine  resistance,  after  careful 
assessment  of  the  risk/benefit  ratio.  Parke- 
Davis  also  recommend  regular  blood  and 
liver  function  tests.  The  recommended 
dose  has  been  reduced  to  a  maximum 
400mg  a  week  for  adults  and  7mg/kg  per 
week  in  children  under  15. 

No  £75m  saved? 

Savings  from  the  NHS  blacklist  look 
J  likely  to  fall  short  oi  the 
Government's  £75m  a  year  target. 

Figures  for  the  first  six  months  of  its 
operation,  published  in  Scrip,  showed  a 
saving  of  only  £31m.  Further  price 
reductions  and  freezes  imposed  by  the 
Government  may  mean  the  shortfall  is  as 
much  as  £10m,  reports  The  Guardian. 
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Campaign  gets 
wide  exposure 

The  pharmacy  "Health  Care  in  the 
High  Street"  campaign  is  receiving 
widespread  Press  coverage 
following  its  national  launch  by 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Health 
Mr  Ray  Whitney,  at  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  last  week. 

Both  local  and  national  newspapers 
have  highlighted  the  launch  under 
headlines  such  as:  "Pharmacists  lead 
health  care  campaign,"  "Plan  your  health 
at  the  chemists"  and  "How  the  chemist  can 
help  with  your  problems".  The  campaign 
was  described  as  the  first  evidence  of  a 
health  education  revolution  in  Britain  by 
the  Liverpool  Daily  Post.  The  Daily 
Telegraph,  Daily  Mail  and  The  Times  all 
covered  the  launch  and  since  then  several 
local  branch  representatives  and  Family 
Planning  Association  administrators  have 
been  interviewed  on  local  radio.  Tapes  of 
an  interview  with  FPA  director  of 
information  Zandria  Pauncefort  and 
assistant  secretary  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Bruce  Rhodes,  have  also  been 
sent  to  radio  stations  and  the  campaign  has 
featured  on  Channel  4's  teletext. 

A  spokesperson  for  the  FPA  says  they 
are  delighted  with  the  response  so  far  and 
were  receiving  around  100  coupon  replies 
a  day  for  the  first  leaflet  on  methods  of 
birth  control.  The  coupons  request  further 
information  on  methods  of  contraception. 
Boots  have  ordered  a  further  15,000 
leaflets  and  say  the  campaign  has  been 
well  received  in  their  shops. 

The  campaign  is  expanding  to  include 
hospital  pharmacies  too  and  follows 
requests  from  many  hospital  pharmacists 
that  the  leaflets  be  made  available  to  them. 
After  a  meeting  yesterday  between  the 
FPA,  the  Scottish  Health  Education 
Group,  PSGB,  the  Health  Education 
Council  and  the  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association,  the  leaflet  and  dispensers  will 
be  sent  out  to  between  600-700  major 
hospitals  throughout  the  country. 


Pricing  costs 

The  administrative  cost  of  the 
Prescription  Pricing  Authority  in  1984-85 
was  4.82p  per  prescription.  Health 
Minister  Barney  Hayhoe  said  in  a 
Parliamentary  answer  this  week. 

Tory  backbencher  Colin  Shepherd 
also  asked  him  what  percentage  of 
prescriptions  for  POMs  "have  a  content 
value  of  less  than  £2."  Mr  Hayhoe  said  the 
information  was  not  available. 


Food  colourings 

There  is  no  doubt  about  informed  public 
opinion  regarding  the  purely  cosmetic 
colouring  of  foods  and  medicines.  It  is  now 
commonplace  for  customers  to  look  at 
what  we  are  offering  and  to  ask  outright 
what  agents  are  used  to  colour  and  flavour. 
On  the  whole,  I'm  on  their  side  and  do  my 
best  to  give  the  answers.  The  reduction  of 
sugar  content  appears  to  be  of  concern, 
usually  for  the  valid  reasons  of  diabetes, 
although  I  have  to  admit  I  probably  have  a 
bee  in  my  bonnet  about  it  too. 

I  may  have  mentioned  I  have  a  number 
of  registered  drug  addicts.  They  seem  a 
sober  lot,  struggling,  with  varying  success 
to  come  to  terms  with  their  induced  illness, 
or  to  break  the  hold.  A  couple  on 
methadone  mixture,  long  term,  with  a 
reducing  dose,  have  complained 
independently  of  "irritation"  over  the  last 
couple  of  months.  As  an  experiment  I 
made  their  mixture  up  without  tartrazine, 
explaining  it  would  be  colourless.  They 
indicated  they  didn't  give  a  damn,  so  long 
as  it  contained  the  methadone.  Curiously 
enough,  in  both  cases  the  problem 
disappeared.  I'm  tempted  to  put  it  back 
again  to  see  what  happens.  Or  would  that 
be  unethical? 

Sweet 
anonymity 

I  should  have  thought  every  reader  of  C&D 
had  a  natural  understanding  of  why  a 
regular  column  should  be  written  under  a 
nom  de  plume.  It  is  an  old  and  common 
journalistic  means  of  reflecting  opinion 
from  a  reader  or  practising  member  of  a 
trade  or  profession  who,  because  of  his 
anonymity,  cannot  be  got  at  by  those  who 
might  like  to  see  favourable  bias  in  what  he 
wrote. 

The  device,  which  also  ensures 
continuity  and  allows  for  very  rare 
changes  of  writer,  is  used  throughout  the 
whole  spectrum  of  publications.  In  my 
case,  I  looked  at  the  job  with  some 
misgivings,  initially,  about  my  capacity  to 
write  800  to  1,000  words  every  week,  and 
about  my  real  ignorance. 

"Never  mind  that!"  said  the  Editor.  "We 
want  you  to  reflect  just  what  the  average 
minding-his-own-business  pharmacist 
thinks!" 

I'm  not  too  sure  what  he  meant,  but  am 
told  I  satisfy  the  requirement.  Since  I  have 
strong  views  on  what  our  future  could  be, 
and  the  ways  we  could  attain  it,  I  took  on 
this  unrecognised  role.  It  gives  me  the 
chance  every  week,  to  try  to  amuse,  to 
capture  your  interest,  and  to  hammer  away 


at  the  pharmaceutical  subconscious, 
hoping  to  effect,  along  with  others,  a 
greater  pride  and  sense  of  identity  so  we 
might  grow  stronger  and  achieve 
recognition  of  the  value  of  pharmacy  in  the 
wider  national  consciousness. 

Early  this  week  many  of  us  received  a 
rather  grubbily  printed  newspaper  from 
the  Isle  of  Man.  After  a  cursory  reading  of 
the  front  page  I  concluded  it  was  pretty 
foul,  and  threw  it  in  the  bin.  A  telephone 
call  later  in  the  day,  drawing  my  attention 
to  the  middle  pages,  which  carried  a 
highly  derogatory  article  about  PSNC 
chairman  David  Sharpe,  caused  me  to 
rescue  it  and  read  further.  I  then  found 
Xrayser  too  had  been  give  special  attention 
—  branded  as  a  poison  pen  writer.  This 
paper,  it  was  announced  with  pride,  has 
been  sent  to  all  pharmacists  and  MPs  by 
the  BPA. 

I  will  not  repeat  what  was  said  nor 
would  I  use  such  language.  But  I  am 
genuinely  saddened  that  a  pharmacist 
could  countenance  such  views,  write  in 
this  way  and  then  publish  it.  While 
savaging  me  for  an  anonymity  I  would,  by 
nature,  prefer  not  to  have,  the  writer  did 
not  put  his  name  to  what  he  had  written. 


Almost  there  . . . 

After  the  virulence  of  the  paper  I  have  just 
written  about  —  so  full  of  venemous  pride 
and  so  boastful  of  its  success  in  finahy 
sinking  beyond  salvage  our  hopes  of  the 
new  contract  —  it  was  sheer  delight  to  read 
in  the  national  Press  on  Sunday  last,  that 
special  enabling  legislation  is  to  be  rushed 
through  Parliament  and  to  learn  the 
contract  could  be  implemented  within  a 
couple  of  months  of  that.  What  more  can 
we  say  .  .  . 

Steroids  for 
Autumn  

The  DHSS  is  to  licence  topical  steroids  for 
pharmacy  OTC  sales.  From  what  I  have 
read  (last  week  p227)  it  will  only  be 
licenced  for  irritant  dermatitis,  contact 
dermatitis,  and  insect  bites.  Nothing  at  all 
is  being  said  about  the  application  which  I 
think  is  the  one  truly  justifiable  use,  for 
mouth  ulcers,  in  the  present  form  of 
Adcortyl  in  Orabase. 

I  suppose  we  ought  to  be  grateful  for 
what  we've  been  given,  but  surely  someone 
could  have  argued  a  good  case  for  this 
single  specialist  use.  In  view  of  the 
hedging  round  with  restrictions  which  the 
licence  demands,  I  hope  the  NPA  or  PSGB 
will  issue  us  with  advice  cards  to  be  given 
out  with  the  products. 
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COUNTERPOINTS 


A  tonic  for 


Warner  Lambert  are  relaunching 
Metatone  with  new  packaging. 

Both  the  outer  cartons  and  labels  are 
being  redesigned  to  update  the  product's 
image  and  give  it  increased  on-shelf 
impact.  The  relaunch  is  being  backed  by  a 
£500,000  press  advertising  campaign 
which  will  run  in  national  newspapers, 
Sunday  supplements  and  women's 
magazines  until  the  end  of  April.  The 
campaign  is  aimed  at  all  adults,  especially 
women.  It  adopts  a  humorous  theme, 
based  on  famous  paintings. 

Warner  Lambert  say  Metatone  has  a  31 
per  cent  share  of  the  market.  Both  the 
300ml  and  500ml  bottles  have  newly- 
designed  labels.  Only  the  smaller  bottle  is 
packaged  in  a  carton.  Warner  Lambert 
Health  Care,  Mitchell  House, 
Southampton  Road,  Eastleigh,  Hampshire 
SOS5RY. 


Norgine  news 

Norgine  have  launched  an  advertising 
campaign  for  Kamillosan  ointment  in 
magazines  for  nursing  mothers.  Previous 
advertising  was  limited  to  midwifery 
journals;  now  the  objective  is  to  establish 
brand  awareness  to  all  young  mothers, 
says  the  company.  Additional  support  is 
being  gained  from  sampling  and 
distribution  of  advice  leaflets.  Norgine 
Ltd,  116  London  Road,  Headington, 
Oxford  OX39BA. 


Rennie's  round 


Rennie  are  once  again  to  co-sponsor  the 
Numark  Chemist  National  Golf 
Tournament  for  the  Rennie  Trophy. 

There  will  be  five  regional  finals  with 
three  Numark  chemists  or  their  assistants 
from  each  venue  qualifying  for  the  final. 
The  North  of  England  regional  final  will  be 
held  at  Moor  Allerton  on  June  5;  Knock 
will  be  the  venue  for  Northern  Ireland  on 
June  12;  the  Scottish  regional  final  —  at 
Rosemount,  on  June  24;  Wales  &  Midlands 


regional  final  —  the  Belfry,  July  31  and  the 
Southern  England  regional  final  at 
Burnham  Beeches  on  August  27.  The  rules 
and  the  entry  form  will  be  sent  out  shortly 
from  Numark  central  office  in  Warminster. 
Independent  Chemists  Marketing  Ltd,  51 
Boreham  Road,  Warminster,  Wiltshire. 


Robinsons 
Original  drink 

Growing  public  concern  about  food 
additives  has  encouraged  Robinsons  to 
launch  fruit  squashes  which  are  free  from 
artificial  colourings,  flavourings  and 
sweeteners. 

Robinsons  Original  high  juice  squash 
cointains  more  than  40  per  cent  fruit  juice 
and  is  based  on  formulations  dating  from 
the  1950s.  It  is  sweetened  with  sugar  and 
the  only  other  additives  are  preservatives, 
said  to  be  essential  for  this  type  of  product. 
Robinsons  Original  is  available  in  the  two 
most  popular  squash  varieties  —  orange 
and  lemon  —  in  725ml  glass  bottles 
(£0.74),  and  on  March  3  the  orange  variety 
wul  be  launched  as  a  250ml  ready  drink 
(£0.24).  The  concentrate  provides  about 
15  drinks  per  bottle. 

The  range  will  be  supported  by 
television  advertising  in  the  London, 
Southern  and  Anglia  areas  from  April  to 
June.  During  May  there  will  be  nationwide 
door-to-door  distribution  of  8  million  "15p 
off"  coupons  and  plans  are  being  finalised 
for  Women's  Press  advertising  with 
coupons.  Consumer  research  showed  that 
69  per  cent  preferred  Robinsons  Original 
to  their  usual  brand,  say  Colmans's  ol 
Norwich,  Carrow,  Norwich  NR1 2DD. 


script  sp: 


*Gal'  sugar-free 
linctuses 

Galen  Ltd  are  introducing  a  number  of 
sugar-free  codeine  and  pholcodine 
linctuses  in  2  litre  dispensing  packs. 

Galcodine  linctus  is  orange  coloured 
and  flavoured  and  contains  codeine 
phosphate  BP  15mg  in  5ml  (£5.87); 
Galcodine  linctus  paediatric  is  deep 
orange/red  coloured  and  orange  flavoured 
and  contains  codeine  phosphate  BP  3mg 
in  5ml  (£3.42);  Galphol  linctus  strong  is 
deep  orange/red,  aniseed  flavoured  and 
contains  pholcodine  BP  lOmg  in  5ml 
(£8.20);  Galphol  linctus  is  red,  aniseed 
flavoured  and  contains  pholcodine  BP 


More  Dextrose, 
naturally...  

Ernest  Jackson  have  introduced  Only 
Natural  Dextrose  energy  tablets  in  three 
flavours,  mint,  lime  and  orange.  They  are 
packed  in  a  40g  film  bag  containing 
approximately  twenty  tablets.  The  tablets 


are  the  latest  in  the  range  of  health  food 
products  which  include  Only  Natural 
museli  bars  and  Only  Natural  traditional 
recipe  liquorice.  Ernest  Jackson  &  Co. 
Ltd,  29 High  Street,  Crediton,  Devon. 


Sinutab  sell 

New  Sinutab  display  units  designed  to  take 
twelve  packs  of  15  tablets  and  six  packs  of 
30  tablets  are  now  available  from  the 
Warner-Lambert  Health  Care  salesforce. 
Sinutab's  £lm  advertising  campaign  will 
be  shown  in  all  regions  on  both  channels 
until  mid-March.  Warner  Lambert  Health 
Care,  Southampton  Road,  Eastleigh, 
Hants. 


5mg  in  5ml,  (£4.71)  and  Galphol  linctus 
paediatric  is  orange,  aniseed  flavoured 
and  contains  pholcodine  2mg  in  5ml 
(£3.42). 

All  the  "Gal"  products  are  based  on 
sugar-free  non-cariogenic  formulations 
and  are  tartrazine-free.  They  will  be 
marketed  for  all  patients,  including 
diabetics,  say  Galen.  Galen  Ltd,  Seagoe 
Industrial  Estate,  Craigavon,  Northern 
Ireland  BT63  5QD. 

Tegretol  400mg  tablets  will  in  future  be 
marked  "Geigy/Geigy"  on  one  side  and 
"TEGR/ETOL"  on  the  other  not  as  stated 
last  week.  A  breakline  appears  on  both 
sides  of  the  rod-shaped  tablet.  Geigy 
Pharmaceuticals,  Wimblehurst Road, 
Horsham,  West  Sussex  RH12  4 AB. 
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People  get  carried  away 
with  Horizon's  new  choice 

Superb  Glossy  or  Matt  finish.  High  quality  bigger  size  prints. 
Guaranteed  back  with  you  in  just  24  hours  -  or  there's  nothing  to  pay! 
Thats  the  brand  new  Horizon  Quality  Film  Service. 
Guided  by  extensive  market  research,  we've  put  together  the 

film  service  package  your  customers  want : 
The  choice.  The  speed.  The  quality. 
Plus  our  unrivalled  point-of-sale  system 
to  sell  the  service  for  you. 

I   No  one  offers  you  more! 


QUALITY  FILM  SERVICE 

❖  Countrywide  daily  collection  and  delivery  from 
our  laboratories 

❖  Competitive  prices 

❖  The  benefit  of  Horizon  high  quality  film 
^  Full  point-of-sale  backing 

%  Staff  training  and  merchandising  service 
Find  out  more  by  sending  in  the  FREEPOST 
counon  or  rinpinp  the  Sales  Offire  nn  04^8  "*144M 


:  HORIZON  Quality  Film  Service  Sales  Department 
FREEPOST  PO  Box  100  Argyle  Wav  STEVENAGE  Herts  SG 1  2AR 


Narru 


Position . 


Trading  Narm 
Address  


.  Tel .  no. 


You  may  well  be  surprised  to  see 
names  like  Haliborange,  Nylax  and 
Dequacaine  under  the  Evans  banner. 

But  from  now  on  all  these  famous 
OTC  brands  are  part  ( )f  ( >ur  portfolio. 

That's  particularly  good  news  for 


pharmacists  because  it  means  the  unique 
Evans  philosophy  will  n(  >w  he  )ld  g(  )od  f(  >r  all 
these  extra  brands. 

That  philosophy  enables  you  to  buy  all 
( >ur  products,  both  generic  and  OTC,  through 
wholesalers.  So  you  can  buy  as  much  or  as 


EVANS 


little  as  you  want  on  a  clay  to  day  basis       selected  pn  )d  nets,  and  giving  our  OTC 
without  any  worries  about  overstocking,   brands  extensive  c(  >nsumer  advertising 

It's  all  part  of  Evans  cx  )mmitment  to     and  effective  PO.S. 
help  the  pharmacist  make  the  mc  >st  ( )f  S( )  fr(  >m  n<  >w  ( >n 

his  business.  And  that's  why  we'll  be         we're  sure  y<  )u'll  have 
offering  generous  seasc  >nal  cliscx  >unts  ( >n  even  better  reas<  >n  t( )  say 

A  member  ol  the  Glaxo  Group 

\BOVE 


a*.  \74 


Right  Guard 
gets  £3m 
relaunch 


Gillette  are  relaunching  Right  Guard  with 
new,  modern  packaging,  a  Cool  aerosol 
variant  aimed  specifically  at  women,  and  a 
roll-on  Sport  variant.  The  relaunch  is 
backed  by  a  £3m  advertising  and 
promotional  spend,  the  biggest  in  the 
brand's  history,  including  television, 
women's  Press  and  8V2  million  coupons. 

The  move  follow  Gillette's  consumer 
research  which  identified  a  number  of 
areas  for  further  growth.  While  over  two 
thirds  of  Right  Guard  was  bought  by 
women,  and  the  product  is  the  leading 
unisex  deodorant,  women  felt  that  the 
brand  would  be  more  appealing  with 
modem  graphics  and  an  improved  range 
of  fragrance  variants.  There  was  also 
scope  to  achieve  a  greater  usage  among 
both  men  and  women,  says  the  company. 

The  new  packaging  is  more 
contemporary,  with  metallic  colours  like 
those  already  used  in  the  Sport  variant. 


The  black  box,  perceived  as  being  old 
fashioned,  has  been  exchanged  for  a 
range  of  metallic  colours  and  the  logo  has 
a  more  modern  typeface. 

The  110ml  size  aerosol  Gillette  now 
feel  is  inappropriate  with  the  trend  towards 
increased  frequency  of  use,  and  all  new 
anti-perspirant  aerosols  will  be  available 
in  150ml  (£0.99)  and  200ml  sizes.  A  new 
variant  Right  Guard  Cool  is  being 
introduced  to  appeal  specifically  to 
women,  with  a  cool,  light  fragrance.  Roll- 
ons  are  being  relaunched  in  40ml  bottles 
(£0.65)  with  a  new  Sport  variant;  the  stick 
and  solid  will  remain  in  the  large  75g 
packs.  The  new  designs  wil  be  phased  in 
over  the  coming  months. 

Advertising  support  for  1986  totals 
£2m.  There  will  be  an  initial  burst  of  a  new 
television  commerical  —  "Hands  up  ii  you 
use  Right  Guard,  hands  down  if  you  don't" 
—  in  May  to  maximise  sell  through,  with  a 
further  burst  in  the  Summer.  In  the 
women's  Press,  a  major  advertising 
campaign  will  be  accompanied  by  the 
simultaneous  distribution  of  eight  and  a 
half  million  15p  off  coupons,  redeemable 
against  the  new  Cool  aerosol  or  Sport  roll- 
on  and  the  stick  and  solid. 

Below-the-line  expenditure  also 
includes  25  per  cent  extra-free  promotion 
on  aerosols  at  £0.95  in  all  trade  sectors  at 
the  time  of  the  relaunch.  The  new  Sport 
roll-on  will  be  price  pointed  at  £0.62  or 
£0. 59  and  the  stick  and  solid  will  be  £1 .29 
to  encourage  trial.  Gillette  UK,  Great 
West  Road,  Isleworth,  Middx  TW75NP. 


Lip  six  Beauty 


Beauty  Without  Cruelty  cosmetics  are 
introducing  six  new  shades  of  lipstick, 
bringing  their  range  to  a  total  of  nineteen 
colours.  The  new  colours  are  brandysnap, 
spiced  grape,  damson  julep,  toffee  apple, 
rosewood  and  tickled  pink. 

The  company  is  also  adding  a  seventh 
variant  to  its  make-up  base  range  —  cool 
beige  (50g,  £2.10).  Beauty  Without 
Cruelty  Ltd,  37  Avehury  Avenue, 
Tonbridge,  Kent  TN91TL. 


Spicy  promotion 

Shulton  are  running  a  "wake  up  to  Old 
Spice"  shaving  experience  promotion  with 
selected  shaving  products  until  luly. 

The  new  promotion  is  in  line  with  the 
morning  freshness  theme  first  launched  at 
Christmas. 

The  promotion  labelled  products  are: 
smooth  shave  200ml  (25  per  cent  extra, 
price  held  at  £  1 . 59) ;  moisturising 
aftershave  lotion  125ml  (25p  off  rsp, 
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£3.50);  pre  electric  100ml  (30p  off  rsp 
£2.65)  and  splash  on  lotion  100ml  (20p  off 
rsp  £1.65).  The  customer  can  also  enter  a 
competition  to  win  a  holiday  for  two 
cruising  in  the  Greek  Islands.  The  closing 
date  for  entries  is  noon  on  July  31 . 

The  promotion  is  supported  by  shelf 
edgers  and  leaflet  pads  in  red,  white  and 
blue.  Shulton  (Great  Britain)  Ltd,  Shulton 
House,  Alexandra  Court,  Wokingham, 
Berks  RG112SN. 


All  aboard  the 
Milupa  train 

Milupa  are  following  up  their  "farmyard" 
promotion  with  a  "village  station".  Starting 
this  month  infant  food,  junior  food  and 
rusks  will  carry  a  variety  of  stickers  to 
collect.  Ten  varieties  —  engines,  coaches, 
cows  on  the  moo've  and  station  staff  —  will 
be  carried  on  2.5  million  packs  flashed 
with  the  offer. 

The  playboard  for  the  stickers  is 
available  free  from  Milupa  if  mothers  write 
in  before  September  30.  Representatives 


will  be  supplying  pharmacists  with  boards 
to  be  given  out  on  request.  Super  stockists 
will  get  40,  and  others  ten. 

Consumer  advertising  for  the  offer 
starts  in  March  in  Parents,  Mother  and 
Baby,  and  in  clinics  through  Maternity 
and  Mothercrait. 

The  farmyard  offer  last  year  was  an 
unprecedented  success,  say  Milupa.  The 
station  promotion  should  also  draw 
mothers  into  chemists,  who  are  the  only 
source,  other  than  the  company,  for  game 
boards,  and  also  encourage  repeat 
purchase.  Point  of  sale  material  is 
available  to  support  the  offer  in-store. 
Milupa  Ltd,  Milupa  House,  Hercies  Road, 
Hillingdon,  Uxbridge,  Middx  UB10  9NA. 

Pharmagen  will  no  longer  be  distributing 
Ambasun  (Altermed  Ltd).  Arrangements 
for  alternative  distribution  have  not  yet 
been  agreed. 


ON  TV 
NEXT  WEEK 


GTV  Grampian 

U  Ulster 

STV  Scotland 

B Border 

G  Granada 

(central) 

C  Central 

A  Anrjlia 

Y  Yorkshire 

CTV  Channel  Islands 

TSW  South  West 

HTV  Wales  &  West 

LWT  London  Weekend 

TTV  Thames  Televis 

on  TVS  South 

C4  Channel  4 

Bl  TV-am 

TT  Tyne  Tees 

Alatacite  Plus: 
Askit  powders: 
Aspro  Clear: 
Benylin  Expectorant: 
Benylin  Paediatric: 


C,A,HTV 
STV 
STV 

All  areas 
Y,C 


Crookes  Strepsils:  All  areas  except  CTV,Bt 
Cussons  Imperial  Leather:  All  areas 

Cymalon:  HTV 


Dimotapp:  HTV,TVSTTV 
Duracell:  All  areas 

Empathy  shampoo  and  conditioner:  All  areas 
Eucryl  toothcrecrm:  LWT 
Hedex:  All  areas 

Hills  balsam  &  pastilles:  Bt 
J&J  baby  shampoo:  All  areas 

Lipcote:  TTV 
Loasid:  G 
Marigold  housegloves: 

STV,G,Y,HTV,TSW,TVS,TTV 
Mu-cron:  All  areas 

Rennie:  All  areas 

Robitussin:  All  areas 

Sanatogen  vitamins:G,Y,C,HTV,TVS,LWT,Bt 
Sensodyne:  All  areas 

Sinutab:  All  areas 

Wrights  vaporizer:  Bt 
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YOU'LL  GO 
FAR  WITH 


UNICHEM. 


wsnts 


SB 


We  will  do  everything  to  make  your  business 
really  go  places. 

And  while  that's  happening  we'll  help  you  see 
more  places  too. 

Our  own  travel  company— Soler  Touriste— offer 
you  discount  holiday  and  travel  schemes. 

As  a  UniChem  chemist  you'll  benefit  in  many  other 
ways  too. 

From  our  distribution  centres  we  supply  a  full 
range  of  ethical  pharmaceuticals,  surgical  products, 
OTCs,  sundries  and  our  nationally  advertised  own 
brand  product  range. 

We  also  help  members  with  shop  f  itting,  low  cost 
finance,  insurance  and  pension  schemes. 

Share  in  the  profits  of  a  highly  successful 
Company  and  participate  in  our  fabulous 
new  promotion  -  Passport  to  Riches. 

You  could  win  the  holiday  of  a  lifetime  or 
75%  of  its  value,  in  cash. 

Call  us  and  find  out  what  you're  missing. 
For  more  information  write  to  UniChem  Ltd., 
UniChem  House,  Cox  Lane,  Chessington,  Surrey 
KT9  1SN,  or  call  Bob  ,  , nir-  ^ 
Scott  on  01-391  2323  UniUliemU^ 


THE     COMPLETE     SERVICE     FOR     INDEPENDENT  CHEMISTS 


By  next  Vale 


women  will  b< 


^Source: Taylor- Nelson  Medical 
Senselle  is  a  Trademark  of  LRC  Products  Ltd. 


Senselle  is  a  totally  new  product  fo 
women. 

A  liquid,  vaginal  lubricant  that  has 
been  specially  developed  by  a  gynae- 
cologist to  help  women  who  experience 
vaginal  dryness  when  making  love  or 
inserting  a  tampon. 

Vaginal  dryness  occurs  because  o 
changes  in  hormone  level  which  can 
be  brought  on  by  stress,  tiredness,  the 
contraceptive  pill,  pregnancy,  childbirth 
the  menopause  -  things  women  can 
hardly  avoid. 

Medical  research  shows,  in  fact,  thai 
at  least  1,500,000  women  currently  have 
the  condition  and  that  one  in  four  will 
experience  it  at  some  time  in  their  lives  - 


itine's  Day 


love  with  it. 


The  best  way 
to  supplement  natural  feminine 
moistness 


oplement  natural  feminine 


moisiness 


a  potential  market  of  3,400,000  users. 

In  April  we'll  be  launching  a  £250,000 
advertising  campaign  in  women's  maga- 
zines to  tell  them  about  Senselle. 

It  is  available  in  15ml,  30ml  and  60ml 
sizes  (there's  an  introductory  price  of 
49p  on  the  15ml  trial  pack)  and  is  a  colour- 
less, odourless  liquid  that's  non- greasy 
and  both  easy  and  safe  to  use. 

You  can  sell  Senselle  with  confidence. 

And  be  confident  of  selling  it. 

Senselle 

The  best  way  to  supplement  natural 
feminine  moistness. 


,  COUNTERPOINTS 


Quant  go  to 
the  head 

Mary  Quant  in  cooperation  with  Laughton 
&  Sons  are  introducing  a  new  range  of 
fashion  accessories  for  the  hair. 

The  60  products  in  the  range,  featuring 
seventeen  colour  combinations,  includes 
hair  combs,  brushes,  decorations  and 
cosmetic  bags.  Hair  decorations  include 


The  sun  shines 
on  Uvistat 

Windsor  Pharmaceuticals,  who  are 
spending  £0.5m  on  promoting  their  new 
extended  Uvistat  sun  protection  range,  are 
further  supporting  the  brand  with 
consumer  offers. 

One  promotion  will  offer  a  free  Uvistat- 
L  lipscreen  (£1.37)  against  the  purchase  of 
two  products  from  the  range.  Consumers 
have  to  send  in  two  stickers  from  the  caps 
of  the  products  with  a  sales  receipt  in 
order  to  qualify.  The  promotion  will  be 
publicised  by  means  of  a  shelf  reserver, 
designed  to  hold  the  complete  range  and 
incorporating  a  leaflet  dispenser.  The 
leaflet  carries  information  on  a  range  of 
product  offers  associated  with  the  sun  such 
as  a  T-shirt  and  beach  towel.  All  are 
available  at  discounted  prices  in  return  for 
two  proofs  of  purchase  and  a  receipt. 
Boehringer  Ingelheim  Ltd,  Southern 
Industrial  Estate,  Bracknell,  Berkshire 
RG124YS. 
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butterfly  hairslides  in  a  dappled  effect  that 
glitter,  tweed  effects,  large  bows  in  satin, 
velvet  and  fishnet  effect,  and  diamante 
and  pearlised  shell  slides.  They  vary  in 
price  between  £0.59  and  £7.99. 

A  chrome  finish  has  been  introduced 
to  the  traditional  radial  and  vent  brushes. 
And  a  range  of  mini  afro-combs  come  in  a 
marbled  combination  of  black/white  and 
blue/ white.  Brushes  retail  between  £3.99 
to  £7.99  and  combs  £1.25-£1 .49. 

Cosmetic  bags  in  Mary  Quant  fabric 
designs  feature  a  drawstring  bag,  a 
cosmetic  pouch,  a  cosmetic/brush  roll  and 
a  toilet  bag,  and  cost  between  £1 .99  and 
£3.49. 

Each  product  will  be  supplied  in 
assorted  colour  combinations  and  will 
come  on  modular  size,  hang-sell  cords 
bearing  the  Quant  black/white  grid. 
Brushes  will  be  packed  in  clear  boxes  that 
can  be  featured  on  a  pegboard  display. 

A  display  format  that  is  said  to  be 
"compact  and  flexible"  has  been  designed 
to  be  sited  in  high  traffic  flow  areas.  A 
special  feature  is  the  self-tidy  cosmetic  bag 
display  featured  at  the  base.  The  display 
can  be  adapted  for  use  in  a  counter  top 
position. 

Advertising  in  the  women's  Press  is 
promised  for  later  in  the  year. 

This  upmarket  range  is  the  fulfillment 
of  an  18-month  working  relationship 
between  Mary  Quant  Ltd  and  Laughton  & 
Sons,  who  will  produce  and  market  the 
range  world-wide  through  their 
distribution  network.  Laughton  &  Sons 
Ltd,  Warstock Road,  Birmingham. 


Two  new  display  stands  are  now  available 
for  Chapstick.  The  hexagonal  displays 
each  hold  36  products  —  one  contains  the 
four  flavoured  varieties,  the  other  the 
regular  variant  only.  Both  feature 
illustrations  of  seasonal  scenes  to 
emphasise  that  Chapstick  is  for  Winter  and 
Summer  use.  A.H.  Robins  Co  Ltd, 
Langhurstwood  Road,  Horsham,  West 
Sussex  RH135QP 


ICML  brush  up 
their  style 

During  March,  Independent  Chemists 
Marketing  Ltd  are  offering  retailers  a  free 
Braun  styling  brush  with  every  15  cases  of 
Numark  and  NPA  counter  and 
prescription  bags.  The  company  is  also 
offering  a  free  pen  and  watch  set  with 
every  three  cases  of  Sunpure  honey. 

A  consumer  offer  of  a  free  Nusoft  teat, 
retail  value  £0.22,  will  be  enclosed  in 
toddler  10s  pack  —  which  will  bear  a  flash 
to  this  effect. 

Other  consumer  savings  are  available 
on  Nusoft  terry  nappies,  nappy  clean, 
baby  wipes  80s,  pull-on  pants  and  snap-on 
pants,  baby  oil  and  cold  cream  150gm, 
bath  sponges,  baby  bath,  baby  powder 
lOOgm,  baby  lotion,  baby  shampoo, 
double  strength  sterilising  liquid  and  toilet 
and  triple  sponges,  baby  powder  250gm, 
baby  cream  llOgm,  Nuhome  washing-up 
liquid,  antiseptic,  fabric  softener/ 
conditioner,  aluminium  foil,  all  purpose 
cloths  5s,  marble  sponges,  Nuhome  pine 
disinfectant,  Nuhome  bleach,  floor  and 
wall  cleaner,  cream  cleanser,  Nusoft  nail 
polish  remover,  baby  sponges  and 
Nucross  glucose  tablets. 

In  addition,  buying  bonuses  are 
available  on  all  these  products.  ICML  are 
also  offering  bonuses  on  the  following 
products:  Nucross  zinc  oxide  plasters, 
aspirin  &  codeine  50s,  codeine  linctus 
200ml,  Epsom  salts  200gm,  liquid  paraffin 
200ml,  surgical  spirit  200ml,  witch  hazel 
200ml  and  Numark  and  NPA  carrier  bags. 
Independent  Chemists  Marketing  Ltd,  51 
Boreham  Road,  Warminster,  Wilts 
BA129JU. 


Fun  n  Learn 
from  Unichem 

Unichem  are  continuing  to  expand  their 
counter  studies  service  with  the  addition  of 
the  Fun  n'  Learn  range  of  toys  to  the 
Tommee  Tippee  products  which  they 
already  stock. 

The  toys  are  individually  packed  with 
header  card/hook  for  easy  display.  There 
is  a  wide  selection  of  products  available, 
from  teething  rings  and  rattles  to 
cloth/vinyl  picture  books  and  musical 
animals. 

Retail  prices  for  the  toys  range  from 
£0.99  to  £4.99  and  details  are  available 
from  all  Unichem  branches.  Unichem  Ltd, 
Unichem  House,  Cox  Lane,  Chessingion, 
Surrey. 
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PROFASI  5000 

is  hCG  (CHORIONIC  GONADOTROPHIN) 


(Serono) 

Specialists  in  Fertility 


Serono  Laboratories  (UK)  Ltd., 

2  Tewm  Court,  Welwyn  Garden  City,  Hertfordshire  AL7  IAU    Telephone  Welwyn  Garden  (0707)3  31972 


HOW  MANY  MORI 
YOO  NEED  TO  BE  t 

Last  year  nine  exciting  Numark  own  brand  products  were 
introduced  exclusively  for  Numark  members. 

Products  that  offer  new  opportunities  for  making  extra  profits 
and  building  up  a  solid  base  of  loyal  and  satisfied  customers. 

But  that's  not  all. 


a^|NUMARKl=: 


OS® 


150  ml 


K)0D  REASONS  DO 
IUMARK  CHEMIST? 

This  year  there  will  be  regular  additions  to  the  range  of 
umark  own  brand  products. 

Value  for  money,  profit  making 
roducts  that  will  ensure  an  even  better  year 
Dr  Numark  members. 


further  information  contact  your  local  Numark  Wholesaler  or  Numark  Central  Office,  51  Boreham  Rd,  Warminster,  Wilts  BA12  9JU.  Tel;  0985  215555 


COUNTERPOINTS 


and  Stowaways,  Kwells,  KY  jelly,  Linco 
Beer  shampoo  and  Linco  shampoo,  Lynx 
deodorant  body  spray  for  men,  Marigold, 
Mentadent  P,  Milk  of  Magnesia, 
Nappysacks,  Natrena,  Natural  Silk, 
Neutrogena,  Nivea,  Palmolive  Rapid 
Shave,  Pampers,  Pearl  Drops,  Pennywise, 
Phillips  Brewers  Yeast,  Pin  Up,  Radox, 
Rennie,  Resolve,  Seabond,  Gillette 
shaving  foams,  Special  Recipe  diabetic 
chocolate,  Timotei,  Tri-ac  acne  lotion, 
Vita  Fiber,  Whistling  Pops. 

Sundries  available  comprise:  Addis 
combs,  Bathtel  bath  thermometer,  Benjy 
bibs,  Canon  Babysafe,  cosmetic  bags  and 
holdalls,  Culmak  shaving  brushes, 
Denman  hair  brushes,  Ever  Ready,  Oral  B 
toothbrushes  and  Wisdom  toothbrushes. 
Unichem  Ltd,  Unichem  House ,  Cox  Lane, 
Chessinglon,  Surrey. 

Feel  the  spray 
from  the  Beach 

Warner-Lambert  Health  Care  have 
launched  Beach  Blonde,  a  spray-on  hair 
lightener  designed  for  young  people. 

The  spray  —  in  150ml  bottles,  trade 
price  £8.64  per  six-pack  excluding  VAT 
—  will  lighten  hair  permanently  when 
combined  with  heat  from  a  hairdryer  or 
the  sun,  say  the  makers. 

A  competition  to  win  three  Club  18-30 
holidays  is  being  promoted  on  leaflets  with 
introductory  packs,  which  come  in  display 
units  for  POS.  Warner-Lambert  Health 
Care,  Mitchell  House,  Southampton 
Road,  Eastleigh,  Hampshire  S05  5RY. 


Rocs  essentials 

Roc  are  introducing  essential  skin 
revitalising  cream  (40ml,  £12.75).  A  light 
emulsion  night  cream,  it  is  hypo- 
allergenic  and  unperfumed  and,  says  the 
company,  is  ideal  for  all  sensitive  skin 
types  from  about  the  age  of  25. 

Shimmering  gold,  rich  fuschia  and 
amethyst  are  the  shades  Roc  say  they  will 
be  introducing  for  Spring  1986.  The 
colours  are  available  in  powder  eye 
shadow,  eye  pencil,  cream  rouge,  lipstick 
and  nail  enamel.  The  new  colours  will  be 
supported  by  a  counter  tester  display  unit, 
consumer  leaflets  and  window  showcards. 

Roc  will  be  supporting  their  range  with 
a  £250,000  women's  Press  campaign. 
Insertions  featuring  the  new  nightcream 
will  appear  in  March  issues,  while  make- 
up will  appear  in  April  and  June  editions. 
In  addition  a  black  and  white  campaign 
for  repair  concentrate  will  start  in  May. 
Roc  Laboratories  UK  Ltd,  Avis  Way, 
Newhaven,  Sussex  BN9  0JX. 


Marcel's  new 
products  nailed 

Louis  Marcel  are  adding  four  new 
products  to  the  Quick  Set  nail  care  range. 

The  moisturising  nail  bath  (£2.95)  is  a 
kit  containing  enough  nail  bath  for  ten 
treatments  and  a  soaking  bowl.  Cuticle 
treatment  cream  (£1 .75)  comes  in  a  30ml 
tube  with  sufficient  cream  for  about  100 


treatments.  While  the  other  two  additions 
are  nail  strengthener  (£1.75)  and  ridge 
filling  base  coat  (£1.75).  These  products, 
together  with  the  existing  nail  tip  kit,  nail 
repair  glue,  automatic  nail  repair  glue  and 
Ten  Set  have  been  given  a  new  look.  A 
pink  and  white  pack  features  a  graphic 
style  fingertip  design. 

POS  material  includes  a  counter  or 
shelf  unit  for  three  of  the  new  products, 
individual  units  for  nail  tip  kits  and 
moisturising  nail  bath  and  hanging 
displays  for  the  two  repair  glues. 

The  Louis  Marcel  "smooth  operators" 
television  and  Press  campaign  will  resume 
this  year.  Part  of  the  total  £700,000 
package  will  include  a  series  of  four  Press 
advertisements  devoted  to  the  nail  care 
range.  The  campaign  will  break  in  April  in 
leading  women's  magazines.  Nicholas 
Kiwi  division  ol  Nicholas  Laboratories 
Ltd,  225 Bath  Road,  Slough,  Berks. 


Spring  shades 

Helena  Rubinstein's  gallery  Spring 
collection  features  two  colour  variations  — 
monochromie  for  "natural  yet  vivacious" 
colours  and  harmonie  graphique  using  a 
contrast  of  "rich  earth  tones  and  bold 
strokes  of  colour".  Helena  Rubinstein, 
Central  Avenue,  West  Molesey,  Surrey 
KT8  ORB. 


Sweet  talking 
from  Crookes 

Crookes  Products  are  re-launching 
Hermesetas  Sprinkle  Sweet  with  a  new 
pack  and  formulation  which  is  said  to  give 
a  closer  taste  to  sugar. 

The  spoon -for-spoon  granulated 
sweetener  is  now  packed  in  a  glass  storage 
jar  (90g,  £1.20)  depicting  the  variety  of  its 
usage,  topped  by  a  Hermesetas  blue 
screw-on  lid.  "Compared  with  the  previous 
cardboard  pack,  the  consumer  will  notice 
a  greater  ease  and  convenience  both  in 
use  and  storage,"  says  the  company. 

The  label  also  bears  details  of 
Hermesetas  own  Recipe  Kitchen  —  a 
consumer  service  providing  specially 
created  recipe  ideas  using  the  product.  It 
can  be  used  for  cooking  and  baking. 
Shrink-wrapped  outers  hold  six  jars  on  a 
tray,  and  when  the  wrapping  is  removed, 
the  product  forms  an  instant  display. 
Crookes  Products  Ltd,  PO  Box  94, 1  Thane 
Road  West,  Nottingham  NG23AA. 


New  passports 

Unichem's  next  Passport  to  Riches 
promotion  starts  on  March  1  and  runs  until 
March  31. 

The  products  are:  Cosifits,  Dettol, 
Empathy  shampoo  and  conditioner, 
Kodak  films,  Kotex  Simplicity,  Lil-lets, 
Macleans  toothpaste,  Mum  Quick  Dry 
refill  and  rollette,  Nurofen,  Poly 
Papilloten,  Recital  and  Super  Blonde, 
Retractor  single  edge  and  twin  disposable, 
Silkience  conditioner  and  hairspray, 
Slender  bars  and  powder,  Soft  &  Gentle 
and  Steradent. 

The  profit  power  promotion  will  also 
run  at  the  same  time  and  feature  the 
following  products:  Alberto  Alive  Take  4, 
Alberto  Balsam  shampoo,  conditioner  and 
deep  conditioner,  Anadin,  Andrews, 
Andrex,  Baby  Fresh,  Baby  Safe,  Bristows 
shampoo  and  hair  spray,  Chuppa  Chups, 
Complete  Care,  Cream  Silk  conditioner, 
Cymalon,  Dentu-creme,  Dr  Whites, 
Efferdent,  Emoform,  Eno,  EP  tablets, 
Euthymol  toothpaste,  Freestyle  hairspray, 
Gentle  Touch  lotions,  Germolene  2, 
Germoloids  suppositories,  Gold  Spot, 
Handyandies,  Kotex  Brevia 
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fonwoney 
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that  moves 
off  Hie  shelf 

FASTI!! 


Gem  hair  care  is  a  range  of  value  for  money,  quality  products  that  your 
customers  will  be  back  for  time  and  time  again 

Just  look  at  the  choice  they  have.    Gem  Hairspray  is  available  in  Normal 
and  Extra  Hold,  both  with  added  Conditioner 

Gem  Styling  and  Conditioning  Mousse  with  Jojoba,  conditions  as  well  as 
styles  and  leaves  hair  non-greasy. 

Gem  Frequent  Wash  Shampoo  with  Silk  is  really  kind  to  the  hair  and  scalp 
And  Gem  Frequent  Use  Conditioner  with  Silk  is  the  most  gentle  you  can 
recommend.  Both  are  available  in  75ml  easy-to-use  tubes 
For  the  younger  person.  Gem  Styling  and  Setting  Gel  is  a  line  that  lets  them 
experiment  with  those  more  modern  styles  and  it  comes  in  a  100ml  clear  jar 
Last  of  all,  our  popular  Gem  Dry  Shampoo  is  available  in  the  trimlme  can 
All  products  are  beautifully  packed  for  extra  appeal,  so  your  customers  will  be 
moving  them  off  your  shelves  really  FAST. 
It  all  adds  up  to  extra  profits  for  you. 

Contact  us  now  for  more  details  or  we  will  arrange  for  a  representative  to  ca 
so  you  can  see  Gem  products  for  yourself 

RICHARDS  &  APPLEBY 

Gerrard  Place,  Skelmersdale.  Lancashire  WN8  9SF 
Telephone  0695  20111  Telex  628366  G 


•  SOAP  TOILETRIES  COSMETICS  MANUFACTURE  MARKETING  •  AGENCY  MARKETING  DISTRIBUTION  •  EXPORT  MARKETING  DISTRIBUTION 


Lactose 
intolerance. 


All  babies  are  special,  but  some  are  more 
special  than  others. 

There  are  babies  who  are  allergic  to  cows' 
milk  protein,  and  some  who  suffer  from 
lactose  intolerance. 

For  them ,  conventional  babymilks  can  spell 


problems  like  diarrhoea,  asthma  and  eczema.  I 
That's  why  Cow  &  Gate  make  a  special 

soya-based  formula,  as  well  as  our  leading  1 

Premium  and  Plus  babymilks. 

Called  Formula  'S,'  it's  completely  milkl 

free,  yet  nutritionally  complete. 


I  KE  MORE  INFORMATION.  PLEASE  WRITE  TO  COW  &  GATE  LTD,  TROWBRIDGE,  WILTSHIRE  BAH  8YX.  BREAST  MILK  IS  THE  BEST  FOOD  FOR  BABIES.  THE  PURPOSE  OF  INFANT  MILK  FORMULA  IS  TO  REPLACE  OR  9 


Nobeef-fat 
permitted. 


And  unlike  our  major  competitor,  it 
:ains  no  beef-fat  either. 
So  its  suitable  for  babies  from  certain 
lie  groups  and  vegetarians  who  don't 
v  beef-fat  in  their  diet. 
No  wonder  more  and  more  doctors 

EAST  MILK  WHEN  A  MOTHERCANNOT,  OR  CHOOSES  NOT  TO  BREASTFEED.  THECOST 


SOYA  FOOD  § 
.  A  nutritionally  Sh 
""•'Pletc,  milk-free  ' 

iW  Suitable  for 
f/%  infnuts/chihlrc" 
'{  H  (wdmklts 


'  are  recommending  Formula 'S'  for  babies 
with  special  dietary  needs. 

True,  these  babies  are  in  ^minority. 
But  thanks  to  Cow  &  Gate, 
they're  growing  stronger 

and  healthier  all  the  time.  The  Babyfeeding  Specialists 

OF  INFANT  MILK  FORMULA  SHOULD  BE  CONSIDERED  BEFORE  DECIDING  HOW  TO  FEED  A  BABY 


APPROVED  PRESCRIPTION  SERVICES  LTD.,  WHITCLIFFE  HOUSE,  WHITCLIFFE  ROAD,  CLECKHEATON,  WEST  YORKSHIRE  BD19  3BZ  TEL.:  (0274)  876776.  TELEX:  51561  APSTAB  G 


COUNTERPOINTS 


Dr  Whites  cash 
in  on  TV  rule 


Smith  &  Nephew  consumer  products  have 
announced  their  first-ever  national 
television  advertising  for  sanpro  with  a  five 
to  six  week  campaign  for  the  Dr  White's 
range  starting  on  March  10.  The  move 
follows  the  relaxation  of  the  ban  on  sanpro 
advertising  last  November. 

Two  30-second  commercials  —  for  Dr 
White's  Panty  Pads  and  Secrets  —  will 
start  the  campaign,  which  is  restricted  to 
Channel  4  by  the  advertising  guidelines. 
A  third  commercial  —  for  the  Contour 
applicator  tampon  —  will  make  its  debut 
on  April  7.  All  three,  despite  featuring 
only  one  product  in  the  range,  dissolve  to 
the  full  Dr  White's  range  at  the  end, 
outlining  the  key  proposition  of  the  range: 
that  there  is  a  Dr  White's  product  to  suit 
every  woman's  needs,  the  company  says. 

An  extended  campaign  covering  80 


per  cent  of  the  country  follows 
immediately  after  the  major  burst  and  runs 
until  the  end  of  August.  Nigel  Gaunt, 
group  product  manager,  says  the 
campaign  will  give  86  per  cent  of  the 
target  audience  of  women  aged  15  to  35 
eight  opportunities  to  view,  the  campaign 
which  is  said  to  cost  £lm  (rate  card). 

Mr  Gaunt  says  the  restriction  to 
Channel  4  is  not  a  problem.  "You  can  buy 
your  market  very  effectively,"  he  says.  "If 
you  are  advertising  on  the  main  channel 
you  automatically  pick  up  a  lot  of  people 
you  don't  want.  There  are  some  restrictions 
on  the  sort  of  advertisements  that  can  be 
shown,  but  no  restrictions  on  when.  AD 
three  of  the  Dr  White's  commercials  are  on 
a  'lifestyle'  theme  and  feature  some  form  of 
allusion  because  we  are  on  television." 

The  women's  Press  have  not  been 
forgotten,  with  a  further  £3/im  earmarked 
for  1986.  The  advertisements  will  continue 
the  theme  of  last  year,  with  three  new 
designs  in  the  same  style.  Smith  &  Nephew 
Consumer  Products,  Alum  Rock  Road, 
SaJtley,  Birmingham  B8  3DY. 


New  edge  to 
Gillette  creams 

Gillette  shaving  division  are  re-launching 
their  shaving  cream  preparations  Foamy 
and  Contour  with  packaging,  positioning 
and  range  extensions. 

The  new  packaging  for  Foamy  and 
Contour  has  been  designed  to  appeal  to 
the  youthful  profile  of  the  aerosol  user. 

The  new  Foamy  packaging  features 


more  distinctive  graphics  and  the 
positioning  has  been  changed  to  "Gillette 
Foamy  —  for  a  closer  and  smoother 
shave."  The  range  has  been  supplemented 
with  the  addition  of  a  musk  fragrance. 

The  Contour  range  has  been  reduced 
to  a  single  product  using  the  cologne 
formulation.  Positioned  as  "Gillette 
Contour  with  aftershave  conditioning"  it 
features  new  black  and  red  packaging. 

A  new  variant  for  sensitive  skin 
completes  the  re-launch  package.  All 
stock  will  carry  the  cap  flash  "New  for 
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sensitive  skin"  for  the  first  six  months  of  the 
launch.  Gillette  Contour  and  Special  are 
available  in  200g  cans.  Support  for  the 
new  product  range  centres  on  a  £400,000 
television  campaign  in  June. 

Other  support  includes  money-off 
coupons  distributed  door-to-door  and 
featured  on  Gillette  Blue  II  packs.  20  per 
cent  extra  added  value  packs  are  available 
for  the  launch  period  and  trial  size  cans  of 
Foamy  regular  are  promoted  in  price 
marked  packs  at  £0.39.  Point-of-sale 
material  is  available.  Gillette  (UK)  Ltd, 
Great  West  Road,  Isleworth,  Middlesex. 


Wilkinson  twins 
in  disposables 

Wilkinson  Sword  have  introduced  the 
retractor  twin  razor  backed  by  a  Press 
advertising  campaign  as  well  as  a  £1  '/2m 
television  spend. 

The  razor's  main  features  are  a  long 
handle,  to  give  better  grip;  a  wider 
shaving  head  and  "easy  rinse"  design.  The 
blades  retract  under  a  built-in  cover  when 
not  in  use.  Packed  in  red  and  blue  blister 
packs,  the  retractor  twins  are  launched 
with  an  introductory  price  of  £0.43  for 
fives  and  £0.79  for  tens.  A  trial  size  of  two 
razors  is  offered  at  £0. 19,  and  pre-packed 
trays  are  available.  The  product  has  a  red 
handle  and  head,  with  blue  covers  for  the 
blades.  The  launch  is  also  supported  by 
POS  and  display  units,  and  a  sampling 
programme.  Wilkinson  Sword  Ltd,  Sword 
House,  High  Wycombe,  Bucks. 


Dixcel  —  the 
tissue  issue 

A  new  tissue  designed  specifically  for 
cosmetic  use  is  being  launched  by  British 
Tissues. 

Dixcel  Tisu  is  a  small  sized  facial 
tissue,  which  will  be  available  from  the 
begming  of  March.  Anthony  Marks, 
product  group  manager  says:  "Our 
research  showed  that  women  wanted  a  soft 
tissue  for  cosmetic  use.  The  pack  is  stylish 
enough  to  keep  on  the  dressing  room  table 
while  its  compact  size  will  fit  into  most 
handbags."  Each  box  contains  100,  2-ply 
tissues  in  pink  and  green  shades,  with  an 
average  retail  price  of  £0.35.  The  packs 
come  in  four  colourways  —  white,  blue, 
pink  and  black,  and  are  sold  in  self- 
merchandising  outers  of  24  assorted 
packs.  British  Tissues  Ltd,  Lowlands 
House,  43  Lowlands  Road,  Harrow, 
Middlesex  HA13BW. 


Regency  prints 

Regency  Film  Services  have  launched  a 
new  "giant  print  service"  specially  for 
35mm  users  which  will  provide  customers 
with  a  complete  set  of  7ins  x  5ins 
enlargements  with  every  film  processed. 

Prints  are  returned  to  customers  in 
three  days.  Those  who  prefer  to  use 
Regency's  24  hour  service  will,  as  before, 
receive  6ins  x  4ins  kmgsize  prints  which, 
says  the  company,  are  30  per  cent  bigger 
than  most  standard  enprmts.  Regency 
Film  Services,  476  Hertford  Road,  Enlield, 
Middlesex  EN3  5QU. 


Creme  again 

Stuart  Edgar  have  relaunched  their  creme 
bath  product  as  part  of  their  policy  of 
upgrading  their  toiletries  range.  Packaged 
in  a  500ml  pearlised  bottle  with  a  white 
ball  cap,  the  moisturising  creme  bath  is 
available  in  three  fragrances,  wild  rose, 
lily  of  the  valley,  and  freesia  and  poppy. 
All  will  retail  at  under  £1  and  are  packed 
12  bottles  to  an  outer.  Stuart  Edgar  Ltd, 
Etherstone  Mill,  Warrington  Road, 
Blazebury,  Warrington. 
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Last  July,  the  British 
Distributors  of  Animal 
Medicines  (BDAM)  and  the 
animal  health  divisions  of  the 
Federation  of  Agricultural  Co- 
operatives (FAQ  and  the 
United  Kingdom  Animal 
Supplies  Trade  Association 
(UKASTA)  merged  to  form  the 
independent  Animal  Health 
Distributors  Association 
(AHDA).  C&D  talks  to  chief 
executive  Michael  Munro, 
MPS,  about  the  first  six  months 
of  AHDA,  its  aims,  and  the 
future  of  the  animal  health 
business. 


The  authoritative  voice  for  all 
animal  health  distributors 


JJJA  nimal  health  distributors  must,  in 
their  own  interests,  join  a  trade 
association.  Now  we  have  one  which  is  so 
strong  as  to  be  able  to  fight  for  those 
interests,"  says  Michael  Munro,  chief 
executive  of  the  Animal  Health  Distributors 
Association.  "We  have  the  benefits  of 
representation,  consultation  and 
negotiation.  From  the  first  few  months  it  is 
obvious  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  is  happy 
to  deal  with  one  body  rather  than  three  as  it 
did  before." 

The  advantages  of  one  body  to  deal  with 
Government  is  particularly  important  in 
connection  with  the  EEC.  AHDA  has  been 
involved  in  discussions  on  a  number  of 
Directives,  most  recently  one  which  will  lead 
to  the  banning  of  growth  promoters  in  the 
UK  from  January  1,  1989,  a  year  after  the  rest 
of  the  EEC.  "It  is  absolutely  vital  that 
decisions  are  made,  not  on  political,  but  on 
scientific  grounds,"  says  Mr  Munro.  "The 
danger  is  that  this  precedent  could  lead  to 
decisions  being  taken  in  other  high 
technology  industries  such  as  chemical  and 
nuclear  power  not  based  on  scientific 
grounds.  In  itself  this  must  be  fought 
rigorously." 

The  formation  of  AHDA  came  as  a 
natural  step,  as  the  three  constituent 
organisations  began  to  realise  their  policies 
were  very  similar  with  much  duplication  of 
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effort  taking  place.  Distributors  were 
members  of  one,  two,  or  even  all  three  of  the 
groups. 

The  first  job  after  incorporation  on 
August  5  was  recruitment.  "We  sent  out 
2,000  letters  tailored  to  the  type  of  customer 
and  were  working  very  long  hours  indeed." 
At  the  beginning  of  December  AHDA 
reached  the  number  of  members  which  was 
its  first  target  —  the  one  which  would 
provide  the  income  to  meet  the  budget.  Said 
Mr  Munro:  "What  is  perhaps  more  important 
is  that  24  per  cent  of  the  members  are  new  — 
they  were  not  members  of  any  of  the  three 
old  organisations." 

Coverage 

AHDA  has  members  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  UK  —  from  the  Scottish  Isles  to 
Cornwall  and  over  to  Northern  Ireland.  But 
Mr  Munro  says  he  will  not  really  be  happy 
until  90  per  cent  of  all  animal  health 
distributors  are  members. 

The  prime  common  policy  of  the  three 
constituent  organisations  is  the  maintenance 
of  the  Pharmacy  Merchants  List  (PML).  "At 
the  end  of  July  we  were  invited,  and 
submitted,  a  paper  to  the  Ministry  arguing 
that  certain  products,  mainly  POMs,  should 
be  reclassified  PML  or  P.  The 
Pharmaceutical  Society  made  a  submission 
asking  for  products  to  be  moved  from  POM 


to  P,  and  the  National  Farmers  Union  also 
made  an  approach  for  change. 

He  hopes  their  arguments  will  be 
successful.  "The  increased  control  and  the 
registration  of  merchants  with  nominated 
persons  has  revolutionised  the  storage  and 
sale  of  animal  medicines  through  the 
merchant,  and  the  proposed  code  of 
conduct  will  mean  that  control  and 
observance  of  good  product  safety  will 
extend  further  through  the  chain,"  he 
explains. 

The  sort  of  products  AHDA  would  like  to 
see  reclassified  are  non-therapeutic 
medicines;  products  for  first  aid, 
preventative  treatment,  management  tools 
and  nutrition.  These  include  vaccines, 
vitamins,  trace  elements  and  hypnotics.  "We 
are  not  trying  to  encroach  on  the  vet's 
business,"  he  says.  "The  need  for  a  vet's 
intervention  in  many  cases  may  now  be 
obviated.  Of  course  the  products  would  be 
labelled  in  full  consultation  with  them." 

Mr  Munro  says  that  the  method  of 
trading  in  animal  health  products  in  the  UK 
has  largely  kept  the  black  market  at  bay. 
"There  is  a  very  low  level  of  black  market 
activity  in  the  UK  compared  to  elsewhere  in 
the  EEC  —  Italy,  Germany,  France.  In  most 
of  these  countries  the  policy  is  to  sell  through 
the  vet  and  pharmacy  only." 

Pharmacists  have,  over  the  last  few  years, 
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been  urged  to  take  a  greater  interest  in 
animal  medicines.  "I  have  always  thought 
there  were  opportunities  in  veterinary 
pharmacy,"  Mr  Munro  says.  "But, 
regrettably,  for  large  animals  medicines, 
anyone,  be  they  pharmacist  or  merchant, 
has  to  have  space,  capital  for  stock,  and 
knowledge.  A  pharmacist  is  well  placed  for 
perhaps  the  most  difficult  —  the  knowledge 
—  but  the  worst  placed  for  the  stock  and 
space.  There  is  still  a  great  opportunity,  but 
limited  on  the  whole  to  family  animals.  If  you 
are  talking  about  horses,  cattle  or  sheep,  you 
won't  go  to  the  High  Street.  I  don't  want  to 
forget  the  pharmacists  who  are  really 
important  in  this  field  —  most  of  the  big  ones 
are  members  of  the  AH  DA.  But  most 
pharmacists  have  not  responded  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  appeal  to  become 
involved  in  what  could  be  a  lucrative  area, 
and  others  have  taken  over  the  business." 

One  of  the  short  to  medium  term  aims  of 
the  Association  is  to  see  the  continued 
raising  of  standards,  ensuring  that  its 
members  abide  by  the  Code  of  Practice  for 
Merchants  and  act  within  the  law,  while 
endeavouring  to  promote  an  orderly 
distribution  of  animal  health  products. 

"What  is  vital  is  that  a  farmer  gets  good 
distribution  and  service,"  Mr  Munro  says. 
"The  manufacturer,  for  his  part,  should 
provide  what  the  market  requires  —  the  right 
size  pack  at  the  right  price  for  the  farmer. 
Less  than  2  per  cent  of  a  farmer's 
expenditure  is  on  pharmaceuticals,  so 
theoretically  the  price  shouldn't  matter  to 
him.  But  of  course  it  does." 

The  requirement  to  register  merchant's 
premises  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
introduced  on  January  1,  1985,  together  with 
the  Code  of  Practice,  have  done  much  to 
raise  standards.  "The  PSGB  mspectors  have 
been  very  helpful  over  the  past  year  and 
have  advised  people  to  put  their  house  in 
order.  They  have  taken  a  reasonably  lenient 
view  apart  from  where  flagrant  breaking  of 
the  law  has  taken  place."  Mr  Munro  points 


out  that  the  number  of  registered  premises  is 
much  lower  than  a  year  or  two  ago.  "Those 
who  are  in  business  now  have  a  far  greater 
opportunity  for  mcreased  growth  and  profit  " 

Information  exchange 

With  a  foot  in  many  camps,  AHDA  hopes  to 
be  able  to  help  settle  disputes  —  between 
manufacturers  and  distributors,  wholesalers 
and  merchants,  and  so  on.  The  Association 
also  hopes  to  act  as  a  forum  for  debate 
among  distributors.  The  first  annual 
conference  has  been  organised  for  March  7 
in  Solihull,  and  Mr  Munro  would  also  like  to 
see  a  regional  structure  develop.  Liaison 
with  other  professional  and  trade  bodies  — 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  British  Veterinary 
Association,  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
National  Farmers  Union  —  will  also  be  a 
main  feature  of  the  Association's  activities. 


For  the  future,  Mr  Munro  would  like 
AHDA  to  get  more  involved  in  commercial 
matters.  It  has  already  negotiated  a  liability 
insurance  scheme  for  members.  "We  also 
intend  to  feed  back  market  information  for 
the  benefit  of  members.  We  are  currently 
doing  an  analysis  of  our  membership,  based 
on  a  confidential  report  from  each  member." 
A  frequent  newsletter  will  keep  members 
fully  informed  of  all  matters,  legal, 
educational  and  commercial. 

"The  first  six  months  have  been 
desperately  busy,"  says  Mr  Munro.  "During 
that  time  I  have  been  running  both  AHDA 
and  winding  up  BDAM.  Things  should  now 
get  a  Little  easier."  He  is  very  pleased  with  the 
way  things  have  gone  so  far.  "The  whole 
industry  knows  of  us  and  I  think  we  are 
making  a  great  deal  of  progress.  It  will  be  to 
the  benefit  of  the  industry  that  we  exist." 


From  Bristol  to  Tollbridge 

flLal  ichap)  Mnnm  k_, ,.  u  i_  ,    ,i     .  . 


J|J|  ichael  Munro  has  his  wife  to  thank  for 

mwm  the  start  of  his  pharmaceutical  career 
-  she  was  studying  pharmacy  when  they 
met.  He  started  his  training  in  Bristol  and 
completed  it  at  Chelsea  Polytechnic  in  1952 
After  a  year's  apprenticeship  in  Bristol, 
Mr  Munro  became  an  assistant  manager  in  a 
Pharmacy  in  Bath.  "We  took  over  the  cafe 
next  door  and  opened  a  photographic  shop 
which  in  a  year  was  doing  more  business 
than  the  pharmacy,"  he  says.  He  passed  an 
examination     of     the  Intermediate 
Photographic   Dealers  Association  and 
photography  has  remained  an  interest 

After  two  years,  Mr  Munro  felt  he  would 
like  to  see  life  from  the  other  side  of  the 
counter  and  became  a  medical 
representative  for  British  Drug  Houses  He 
took  a  correspondence  course  in  agriculture 
during  this  time,  and  then  moved  to  Kent  as 


assistant  sales  manager  for  Crown  Chemical 

SEE  beca™  -les  manager  in 
Mbi  and  sales  director  in  1964.  In  1977  Mr 
Munro  became  administration  director  with 
responsibilities  which  included  product 
registration,  exports  and  training 

"Then,  m  1982, 1  was  seconded  to  BDAM 
by  my  company.  I  was  working  two  to  three 
days  a  week  on  BDAM  and  two  to  three  days 
a  week  on  Crown  business.  That  adds  up  to 
six  days  a  week  and  that  was  dead  right " 

Mr  Munro  became  the  full-time  chief 
executive  of  the  Animal  Health  Distributors 
Association  on  its  formation  last  year 

He  was  chairman  of  the  Bath  Branch  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  1959  and  the 
Tunbndge  Wells  Branch  in  1972  He  lists 
among  his  interests  community  service 
fashing,  golf  and  gardening.  He  is  married 
with  two  sons,  both  now  in  their  20s. 


What  a  relief  t 

Powerful  Pain  Relief  of  Migraine,  Headache, 
Muscular  Pain,  Dental  Pain,  Period  Pain, 
Feverishness,  Colds  and  'Flu 


Full  information  on  request  Luitpold-Werk,  Medical  &  Scientific  Office  in  U  K  . 

Hayes  Gate  House,  27  Uxbndge  Road,  Hayes.  Middlesex  UB4  0JN  Telephone  01-561  8774 
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New  Bic  Oranc 

sensit 


You'd  be  a  lemor 


42%  of  men  have  sensitive  skin 

Research  shows  that  for  42%  of  men  shaving 
must  be  a  bit  of  a  pain.  But  it  doesn't  need  to  be. 
Because  Bic  have  introduced  the  new  Bic  Orange:  a 
razor  designed  to  give  the  same  clean,  close  shave 
as  the  regular  Bic,  but  with  a  blade  specially  angled 
to  be  kind  to  sensitive  skin. 
The  new  Orange, 
a  razor  with  Bic  appeal 

Since  Bic  launched  the  first  disposable  razor,  it 
has  maintained  its  position  as  the  best  selling  razor 


in  the  market  it  created.  Bic  currently  holds  30%  of 


,  the  razor  for 
e  skin. 


HBH 


lot  to  stock  it. 

he  total  wet-shave  market,  meaning  that  they 
upply  45%  of  all  disposable  razors. 

And  the  new  Bic  Orange  is  all  set  to  repeat  the 
uccess  of  the  regular  Bic.  Because  once  again  Bic 
lave  realised  the  need  for  a  new  product.  And  met 
hat  need. 

lacked  by  a  £750,000  network  TV  campaign 

With  a  massive  national  television  advertising 
ampaign  promoting  the  new  razor  as  "the 
ensitive  skin  razor  for  the  truly  enlightened",  you 
an't  fail  to  cash  in  on  the  greatest  Bic  launch  ever. 
Jnless,  of  course,  you  don't  stock  Bic  Orange. 


Biro  Bic  Limited,  Whitby  Avenue,  Park  Royal,  London  NW 10  7SG. 
Tel :  0 1-965  4060.  Telex:  25 152 


NEWS  FROM 
MALLINSON 
HOUSE 


J  J^P  ommunity  pharmacists  should 

^8  already  be  looking  towards  their 
role  in  the  1990s:  they  must  modify  their 
skills  and  adapt  for  that  role  —  or  they  may 
find  themselves  without  one!" 

That  earnest  plea  to  the  profession 
comes  from  the  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  chairman,  Peter  Taylor,  at  the 
end  of  his  year  in  office.  He  draws  a 
parallel  with  what  is  happening  to  the  print 
unions  SOGAT  '82  and  NGA.  "Five  years 
ago  when  they  knew  that  technological 
advances  were  likely  to  make  many  of  their 
members'  jobs  obsolete,  they  should  have 
been  preparing  for  the  future.  But  they 
didn't,  and  now  many  jobs  are  to  be  lost." 
Mr  Taylor  hopes  the  Government's  Green 
Paper  on  primary  health  care  and  the 
Nuffield  Inquiry  will  provide  the  right 
incentive  for  pharmacists  to  take  action. 
"We  anticipate  both  papers  will 
recommend  that  pharmacists  become 
more  involved  with  health  education  and 
counselling,"  he  says,  and  it  is  this  latter 
role  he  feels  pharmacists  must  take  into 
consideration  particularly  when 
redesigning  and  fitting  their  shops. 

Where  possible  community 
pharmacies  in  the  future  should 
incorporate  open  dispensaries  and  have  a 
counselling  area  which  affords  some 
privacy.  "If  people  can  see  their  own 
prescriptions  being  dispensed  in  modem 
conditions,  they  will  appreciate  more  of 
what  the  job  entails,  and  see  the 
pharmacist  more  clearly  as  someone  who 
can  be  relied  upon  as  a  source  of  help."  Mr 
Taylor  has  himself  put  into  practice  what 
he  preaches,  because  both  these  features 
were  taken  into  consideration  in  the  fitting 
and  desiging  of  a  shop  bought  by  the 
company  of  which  he  is  superintendent 
pharmacist.  T.C.  Comwells,  Broad  Street, 
Stoke-on-Trent,  opened  in  lanuary  1983 
and  its  design  is  the  result  of  lengthy 
consultations  involving  Mr  Taylor,  his 
pharmacy  manager  Sally  Lewington,  and 
Mr  Eric  Fortune,  head  of  NPAs  pharmacy 
planning  consultancy.  The  shop  was 
formerly  a  hairdresser's  so  existing  fittings 
were  not  a  problem  —  "We  were  forced  to 
start  from  scratch."  However,  Mr  Taylor's 


Facing  up  to  the  future 

NPA  chairman  Peter  Taylor  believes  that  the  profession  should 
seize  the  advantages  and  security  offered  by  the  new  contract 
and  equip  their  pharmacies  now  for  an  increasing  role  in  health 
education.  He  talks  to  C&D  about  his  views  and  his  year  as 
chairman. 


wish  to  incorporate  both  a  consultation 
point  and  an  open  dispensary,  much  of 
which  could  be  seen  from  the  shop,  had  to 
be  accomplished  in  a  very  limited  amount 
of  space.  The  plans  were  drawn  up  and 
once  approval  had  been  given,  the 
shopfitters  and  builders  moved  in. 

Miss  Lewington,  the  pharmacist  at  the 
shop  since  it  opened,  says:  "It  took  a  while 
to  win  our  customers'  confidence  and 
approval,  but  that  has  more  to  do  with  the 
people  around  here  who  are  wary  of 
something  new.  But  there  is  no  doubt  the 
shop  layout  is  very  successful  and  has 
made  my  job  a  lot  more  interesting  — 
people  do  use  me  when  they  have  a  query 
or  are  concerned  about  their  health.  I 
much  prefer  being  out  in  the  front  where 
customers  have  access  to  me."  One 
technician  does  the  dispensing,  while  the 
pharmacist  checks  her  work  and  prints  the 
labels.  The  label  printer  is  positioned  so 


that  the  VDU  screen  can  easily  be  read  by 
customers  —  which  at  first  caused  Miss 
Lewington  some  concern.  "I  thought 
perhaps  some  people  would  feel 
uncomfortable  knowing  that  others  in  the 
shop  could  see  what  drugs  they  were  on, 
but  it  hasn't  been  a  problem.  Most  patients 
are  curious  to  see  labels  being  printed  for 
them  individually,  and  children  especially 
are  fascinated."  The  shop  and  dispensary 
floor  are  fitted  throughout  with  the  same 
tiling,  which  adds  to  the  idea  of  continuity 
between  the  two  sections.  "Once  or  twice 
people  have  walked  straight  through  to  the 
dispensary  and  have  not  been  aware  that 
they  are  really  behind  the  counter  — 
forbidden  territory  in  most  shops,"  says 
Miss  Lewington.  But  she  supports  Mr 
Taylor's  view  that  it  does  no  harm  for 
customers  to  see  a  modem  dispensary. 

A  major  feature  of  the  shop  is  that  the 
pharmacist  is  on  view  and  approachable 


LH  View  from  the 
front  shop  showing 
the  consultation 
point  and  open 
dispensary. 

RH  The  dispensary, 
showing  wet  bench 
and  double  sink 
facilities. 
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o,  far  from  it,  for  increasingly  more  and  more  people 
will  place  demands  on  your  time  and  services  as  they 
are  actively  encouraged  to  seek  advice  from  their 
local  pharmacist. 

Consequently,  more  and  more  people 
are  exposed  to  the  environment  and 
atmosphere  of  your  whole  shop  and  it  is 
here  that  pharmacists  can  rise  above 
recent  challenges  and  capitalise  on  the 
increased  traffic  flow  by  maximising 
OTC  Sales. 

Professional  design  and  layout  for  both 
the  dispensing  area  and  front  of  shop 
will  ensure  you  make  maximum  use  of 
selling  and  preparation  space  efficiently. 
With  the  right  environment  you  will  not 
only  attract  more  customers  but  tempt 
them  to  make  additional  OTC  purchases. 

Safeguard  your  future,  talk  to 
Beanstalk  who  with  over  30  years'  retail 
experience,  a  modern  and  flexible 
display  system  and  a  national  sales, 
delivery  and  installation  network  can 
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most  of  the  time.  This  overcomes  the 
problem  of  the  customer  who  wants  to 
inquire  about  his  medicine  or  seek  health 
advice,  but  is  put  off  by  having  to  ask  an 
assistant  first.  "He  may  also  fear  he  is 
unnecessarily  bothering  the  pharmacist, 
who  must  surely  be  buried  up  to  his  neck 
in  prescriptions  because  there  is  no  sign  of 
him,"  says  Mr  Taylor.  "The  advantage  we 
have  in  our  profession  —  of  being  less 
awe-inspiring  and  more  approachable 
than  a  doctor  —  is  often  lost  because  of 
this." 

One  criticism  of  the  shop's  design  is 
the  space  limitation  it  has  imposed  on  sales 
area.  Miss  Lewington  is  unable  to  stock 
many  of  the  lines  she  would  like  and  is 
looking  into  ways  of  expanding  and 
making  more  use  of  the  front  shop  than  at 
present.  And  because  the  consultation 
point  is  incorporated  into  the  counter  and 
till  area,  there  isn't  perhaps  the  privacy  a 
patient  or  pharmacist  might  like  when 
counselling.  But  this  is  an  argument  often 
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raised  when  the  future  of  the  pharmacist  as 
a  health  care  counsellor  is  expounded, 
and  Mr  Taylor  feels  that  most  pharmacists 
will  always  find  somewhere  in  their  shops, 
no  matter  how  small,  which  will  afford  the 
necessary  degree  of  privacy.  "Any  patient 
who  wishes  to  have  a  quiet  word  with  the 
pharmacist  is  only  too  welcome  to  step  into 
this  dispensary  and  into  the  screened  off 
area  if  he  or  she  wishes."  And  to  those 
pharmacists  who  take  the  short-sighted 
view  that  ten  minutes  spent  in  consultation 
doesn't  guarantee  business  he  says:  "That 
ten  minutes  in  the  long-term  can  be 
invaluable  both  for  the  profession  and  the 
individual.  That  customer,  and  any  others 
in  the  shop,  will  become  aware  of  how  they 


Co-operation  is  the  key 


very  chairman  would  like  to  be 
Si  remembered  for  at  least  one 
particular  achievement  at  the  end  of  his 
year  of  office,  and  during  my  year  I  hope  I 
have  been  successful  in  making  more 
pharmacists  aware  of  their  changing  role," 
says  Peter  Taylor. 

Mr  Taylor's  appointment  as  chairman 
came  eight  years  after  he  was  elected  to  the 
NPA  Board  and  was  a  milestone  in  an 
active  career  in  pharmacy  and  retail 
politics.  The  various  appointments  he  has 
held  include:  chairman  of  the  North  Staffs 
Branch  of  the  PSGB  (1967);  president  of 
the  Newcastle-under-Lyme  Chamber  of 
Trade  in  1970  and  1971;  secretary  and 
publicity  officer  for  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conference  at  Keele  in 
1972,  and  member  of  PSNC  1980-1981. 


Mr  Taylor  is  managing  director  and 
superintendent  pharmacist  of  a  small 
multiple  of  four  shops  and  has  lived  and 
worked  in  Stoke-on-Trent  for  28  years.  He 
moved  there  from  Cardiff  where  he  had 
managed  an  independent  pharmacy  for 
five  years  after  qualifying  from  the  Welsh 
School  of  Pharmacy  in  1953. 

He  describes  his  year  as  chairman  of 
NPA  as  fascinating,  because  of  the  insight 
it  gave  into  government  flunking.  And  as  it 
draws  to  a  close  he  echoes  the  sentiment 
expressed  by  the  president  of  the  PSGB, 
Dr  Booth,  after  a  recent  visit  to  Mallinson 
House  for  greater  co-operation  between 
the  two  organisations.  "I  hope  that  our 
attempts  to  create  a  better  relationship  will 
bear  fruit  for  the  practice  and 
advancement  of  pharmacy,"  he  says. 
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can  get  the  advice  they  need,  when  they 
need  it.  It  will  bring  them  back  to  the  shop, 
or  at  least  into  another  pharmacy."  Shop 
design  will  be  also  of  greater  importance 
to  those  pharmacists  who  wish  to  become 
involved  in  diagnostic  testing  in  the  future 
too,  says  Mr  Taylor.  A  special  area  within  a 
shop  will  be  needed  to  carry  out  blood 
pressure,  cholesterol,  pregnancy,  and 
urine  testing. 

Peter  Taylor  is  aware  that  not  all 
pharmacists  can  finance  a  major  refit;  they 
often  have  no  choice  but  to  cope  with 
minimal  space  and  overcrowded  and 
cluttered  fittings.  But  he  asks  those  who 
can  to  consider  carefully  how  they  can 
give  some  acknowledgement  to  their 
potential  future  role.  "The  time  is  now  right 
because  of  two  factors.  The  economic 
situation  means  that  many  smaller  traders 
have  gone  out  of  business,  so  there  are  new 
properties  available  all  the  time.  But  more 
importantly,  when  the  new  contract  comes 
into  force,  it  will  give  pharmacists  the 
stability  and  security  they  need  to  refit  and 
plan  their  shops." 

In  the  past  many  pharmacists  wanted  to 
improve  their  premises  but  the  threat  of 
leapf roggers  was  always  at  the  back  of 
their  minds,  says  Mr  Taylor.  "It  didn't  pay  to 
have  a  thriving  business  because  there 
were  those  who  would  go  around  looking 
for  such  shops  and  buy  up  a  nearby 
property.  The  new  contract  will  remove 
this  threat." 

Mr  Taylor  feels  that  many  of  the 
opportunities  for  change  are  bound  up 
with  Section  66  of  the  Medicines  Act, 
which  remains  unimplemented.  (Talks  this 
month  between  the  Society  and  the 
Department  of  Health  will,  it  is  hoped, 
pave  the  way  for  Regulations,  and 
implemention).  "I  am  obviously  for  the  new 
contract,  but  like  anyone  else  I  can  foresee 
its  problems  and  limitations.  One  is  that  we 
don't  want  to  encourage  dirty  and 
inefficient  pharmacies  and  another  is  that 
until  now  the  contract  has  appeared  to 
condone  earlier  leapfrogging."  Mr  Taylor 
suggests  many  of  the  very  good 
pharmacies  closed  down  by  leapf  roggers 
have  been  replaced  by  less  efficient 
businesses.  "Hopefully,  with  the  new 
contract,  if  a  pharmacy  is  not  doing  its  job 
well  under  Section  66,  it  will  not  be 
allowed  to  continue  to  trade.  If  it  is  not  run 
properly,  another  pharmacy  can  come  in." 
But  Mr  Taylor  also  contends  that  some 
pharmacists  who  have  been  leapfrogged 
may  not  be  entirely  blameless.  "I 
personally  think  that  some  could  have 
survived  if  they  were  forward  thinking 
enough.  They  —  better  than  anyone  else 
—  are  in  the  position  to  read  the  local 
situation.  If  a  new  doctor  moves  into  the 
area  or  a  health  centre  is  being  built,  then 
they  should  be  in  there  first,  protecting 
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heir  own  interests.  Some  have  just  sat  with 
ingers  crossed  hoping  that  no-one  else 
would  come  along." 

Peter  Taylor  recognises  that  the  new 
contract  may  lead  to  some  closures  but 
;ays  that  the  numbers  suggested  by  the 
3ritish  Pharmacists  Association  are 
greatly  exaggerated,"  nor  do  they  make 
my  mention  oi  those  pharmacists  locked  in 
oy  leapfroggers.  Compensation  for  their 
:losure  will  be  some  recompense  while 
strengthening  the  remaining  pharmacies, 
le  says.  He  adds  that  the  BPA,  by 
mplication,  also  supports  the  situation 
where  a  number  of  pharmacies  share  the 
:arae  High  Street.  "Most  of  them  are 
dispensing  small  numbers  of  prescriptions 
which  is  an  inefficient  and  expensive  way 
)f  providing  pharmaceutical  services  to 
he  community.  At  the  other  extreme  some 
suburban  and  rural  areas  have  no  service. 
The  new  contract  will  encourage  the 
opening  of  new  pharmacies  through 
nducement  payments  in  these  areas.  And 
he  added  security  it  provides  will  be 
ittractive  to  those  making  loans  to  young 
Dharmacists  who  wish  to  open  their  own 
Dusinesses." 


And  finally  on  the  subject  of  the  new 
contract  Mr  Taylor  responds  to  criticism 
raised  by  the  BPA  that  individual 
contractors  and  employee  pharmacists  are 
not  fully  represented  on  PSNC  and  NPA.  "I 
am  an  employee  pharmacist  and  I  can 
honestly  say  that  during  my  years  of 
service  on  these  Committees,  the  small 
contractor  has  always  been  considered 
democratically.  The  decisions  taken  have 
always  embraced  his  interests,  as  well  as 
those  of  the  multiples  of  all  sizes." 

A  consequence  of  Mr  Taylor's  view  of 
the  pharmacist's  future  is  a  greater  need 
for  trained  dispensing  technicians  — 
which  has  implications  for  both  pharmacy 
undergraduate  and  postgraduate 
education.  "The  counselling  technique 
improves  with  experience,"  he  says,  "but 
pharmacists  must  be  taught  to 
communicate  better.  We  have  a  president 
at  the  Society  who  has  an  academic 
background,  but  his  year  of  office  has 
brought  him  in  touch  with  all  aspects  of 
pharmacy.  I  am  sure  he  will  be  asking 
himself:  'Is  today's  graduate  equipped  for 
the  task  in  hand?'  It  is  a  contentious  point, 
but  one  that  needs  consideration."  He 


suggests  that  postgraduate  education 
might  take  place  most  effectively  through 
the  branch  system,  and  the  possibility  of  a 
further  examination  prior  to  registration 
has  been  the  subject  of  recent  talks  with 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Students 

Association.  But  it  is  something  that  they 
are  strongly  against.  "If  they  are  to  have  an 
exam  then  they  feel  that  every  registered 
pharmacist  should  have  one  too".  Mr 
Taylor  recommends  frequent  recourse  to 
the  Society's  Guide  to  Self  Assessment. 

Finally  Peter  Taylor  points  out  that 
when  the  NPA  board  members  decided  to 
go  ahead  with  the  "Ask  Your  Pharmacist" 
campaign,  they  were  initially  concerned 
with  its  impact  on  the  public  in  bringing 
the  pharmacist  to  their  attention.  What 
they  didn't  anticipate  was  the  effect  it 
would  have  on  pharmacists  themselves. 
They  have  been  made  to  go  out  and  deal 
with  the  public  because  of  the  very  fact 
that  more  people  are  asking  for  them,  and 
he  says  "I  urge  pharmacists  to  build  on 
this,  to  prepare  themselves  for  the  future 
and  to  grasp  fully  any  opportunities  to 
become  more  involved  with  the  public." 
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Tanna  apologises  for  solo 
campaign  on  Pis 


Ashwin  Tanna  last  week  apologised 
to  his  fellow  Council  members  for 
any  embarassment  caused  by 
publicising  his  campaign  against 
parallel  imports. 

In  a  statement  made  at  this  month's 
Council  meeting,  he  said  he  had  very 
strong  feelings  about  the  use  of  unlicensed 
parallel  imports,  which  appeared  to  be 
increasing.  "I  truly  believe  that  this  will 
damage  all  sectors  of  pharmacy,  and  can 
put  the  patient  at  risk,"  he  said.  "I  wish  to 
apologise  to  the  Council,  however,  for  the 
fact  that  I  allowed  these  very  strong 
feelings,  which  I  would  ask  you  to  accept 
are  genuinely  held,  to  outweigh  my 
judgment  to  the  extent  that  I  made  a 
statement  in  the  media  without  discussing 
it  with  other  members  of  Council  or 
seeking  advice  from  the  office.  I  realise 
now  that  this  was  not  the  right  way  to  tackle 
the  problem.  I  intend  to  pursue  my  views 
in  debate  within  the  Council,  and  I  hope  to 
persuade  other  members  of  the  Council  to 
support  me  in  taking  a  stronger  line  on 
unlicensed  parallel  imports.  However,  I  am 
sorry  if  I  have  embarrassed  the  Council  by 
making  a  unilateral  statement  in  the 
media." 

Standardisation  of  generics.  The  Society 
is  to  seek  standardisation  of  colours  and 
shapes  for  different  brands  of  generic 
versions  of  the  same  product.  Council 
agreed  that  an  approach  should  be  made 
to  the  Association  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Industry  seeking  support 
for  such  standardisation  and  offering  the 
possibility  of  a  meeting.  It  was  also  agreed 
that,  subsequently,  the  matter  should  be 
discussed  with  the  British  Medical 
Association,  to  consider  the  possibility  of 
approaching  the  licensing  authority  about 
applying  standardisation  to  proprietary 
brands  of  equivalent  products. 
Sale  of  medicines  in  pre-reg 
establishments.  The  Council  has  clarified 
its  policy  on  the  sale  of  medicines  in 
community  pharmacy  pre-registration 
experience  establishments.  It  was 
confirmed  that  when  only  a  part  of  the  total 
premises  was  registered  as  a  pharmacy, 
medicines  should  be  sold  within  the 
confines  of  the  pharmacy.  All  medicines, 
including  GSL,  must  be  near  the 
medicines  counter  adjacent  to  the 
dispensary  and  all  purchases  must  be 
made  at  that  counter  or  close  enough  to 
permit  intervention  by  a  pharmacist,  if 
necessary. 

Council  also  noted  that  there  were 


certain  GSL  medicines  which  might  not 
normally  be  regarded  as  medicines  (for 
example,  some  baby  products  and  oral 
hygiene  products).  If  a  pre-registration 
tutor  or  company  wished  to  have  such 
products  excluded  from  the  policy,  then  a 
request  should  be  made  to  the  Society,  and 
an  appropriate  ruling  would  be  given.  It 
was  considered  unacceptable  to  exempt 
categories  of  products. 

Script  clarification.  The  Society  is  to  seek 
clarification  on  whether  the  Prescription 
Pricing  Authority  is  able  to  accept 
prescriptions  that  have  been  amended  to 
remove  a  blacklisted  product  name.  It  was 
reported  that  one  FPC  had  stated  that  the 
PPA  was  unable  to  accept  amended  or 
rewritten  prescriptions  for  payment. 
Because  of  doubt  as  to  whether  that  was 
correct  advice,  Council  agreed  that  the 
subject  should  be  discussed  with  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee  with  a  view  to  approaching  the 
PPA  for  clarification. 

Warning  on  unsigned  scripts.  The 

Society  is  to  send  a  warning  letter  to  a 
pharmacist  who  has  been  dispensing 
unsigned  prescriptions  written  by  a 
doctor's  receptionist,  under  an 
arrangement  whereby  the  prescriptions 
were  signed  by  the  doctor  after 
dispensing. 

On  a  routine  visit  to  a  pharmacy,  one  of 
the  Society's  inspectors  had  seen  a  number 
of  prescriptions  that  were  completed  apart 
from  the  doctor's  signature.  The 
pharmacist  owner  confirmed  that  he  had 
dispensed  the  prescriptions  and  was 
informed  that,  because  they  had  not  been 
signed  by  a  registered  medical 
practitioner,  there  were  offences  under 
Section  58  of  the  Medicines  Act  1968. 

The  pharmacist  had  said  that  on  taking 
over  the  business  six  months  earlier  he  had 
inherited  a  system  whereby  the 
receptionist  made  out  prescriptions  on 
demand  from  the  doctor's  patients  for 
repeat  medication.  The  forms  were  then 
taken  to  the  pharmacy  and  the  medicines 
supplied.  The  forms  were  later  signed  by 
the  doctor,  either  when  he  called  at  the 
pharmacy  or  when  the  forms  were  taken  to 
the  surgery.  The  26  "prescriptions"  had 
either  been,  or  would  have  been, 
dispensed  in  accordance  with  that 
practice.  There  was  evidence  that  eight  of 
the  prescriptions  had  been  dispensed, 
involving  11  prescription  only  items. 

Council  agreed  that  a  warning  should 
be  sent  to  the  pharmacist.  Council  also 


agreed  that  the  subject  of  unsigned 
prescriptions  presented  for  dispensing, 
and  also  of  blank  prescription  forms  left  in 
pharmacies,  should  be  raised  at  the  next 
meeting  with  the  British  Medical 
Association. 

Code  of  Ethics  know-how.  The  Society  is 
to  look  at  ways  of  improving  members' 
knowledge  and  appreciation  of  the  Code 
of  Ethics. 

That  decision  arose  from  consideration 
by  the  Ethics  Committee  of  complaints  of 
canvassing  and  advertising  of  professional 
services  by  pharmacists.  The  Committee 
expressed  concern  at  the  apparent  lack  of 
general  knowledge  of  the  Code  and 
considered  ways  in  which  it  could  be 
improved.  The  Committee  resolved  to  ask 
the  Education  Committee  to  look  at  ways  in 
which  greater  emphasis  could  be  given  to 
the  importance  of  the  Code  at 
undergraduate  and  preregistration 
graduate  levels. 

Need  for  OP  guidance.  The  Society  is  to 
write  to  the  Department  of  Health 
emphasising  the  urgent  need  for  guidance 
for  all  concerned  with  the  introduction  of 
original  pack  dispensing. 
Colours  in  foods.  The  Society  has 
welcomed  a  European  Community 
Council  Directive  amending  the  1962 
directive  on  colours  authorised  for  use  in 
foods.  However,  the  Society  is  to  write  to 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  pointing  out  the  problems  caused  by 
the  difference  between  Europe  and  the 
United  States  in  the  monographs  for 
quinoline  yellow. 

Cymag  supply.  The  Society  is  to  write  to 
the  Poisons  Board  requesting  that  Cymag 
should  only  be  supplied  on  the  production 
of  a  written  authority,  as  is  currently  the 
case  with  strychnine.  The  decision  arose 
from  reports  of  an  increasing  incidence  of 
the  illegal  use  of  cyanide  for  the  poisoning 
of  salmon  rivers  in  Scotland. 
Patients  in  sheltered  accommodation. 
The  Society  is  to  seek  a  meeting  with 
representatives  of  directors  of  social 
services  to  discuss  the  problem  of  patients 
living  in  sheltered  accommodation  without 
easy  access  to  pharmaceutical  advice. 
Drug  manual  finance.  The  Society's 
working  group  on  the  involvement  of 
community  pharmacists  in  drug  misuse  is 
investigating  finance  for  the  production  of 
a  drug  manual  for  pharmacists.  It  was 
agreed  that,  if  finance  becomes  available, 
the  working  group  should  be  able  to  co- 
opt  additional  members  immdiately  to 
produce  the  manual. 
Help  for  plain  English.  The  Society  has 
agreed  to  give  financial  assistance  to  an 
exhibition  to  be  organised  by  the  Plain 
English  Campaign.  The  two  main  topics  of 
the  exhibition  will  be  the  clarity  of  medical 
information  available  to  patients  and  the 
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health  professions,  and  the  research  that 
has  been  done  in  that  field  by 
manufacturers,  pharmacists,  the  Plain 
English  Campaign,  etc. 
PI  advertising.  It  was  reported  to  the 
Finance  and  General  Purposes  Committee 
that  the  chairman  of  the  Society's 
Industrial  Pharmacists  Group  had  asked 
whether  The  Pharmaceutical  Journal 
should  be  accepting  advertising  matter 
relating  to  parallel  imports.  The  editor 
explained  to  the  Committee  the  policy  on 
which  advertisements  were  accepted.  He 
said  that  he  had  examined  the  pre-printed 
advertising  insert  referred  to  and  had 
discovered  some  mistakes  in  the  copy.  He 
had  also  had  the  copy  checked  with  the 
Department  of  Health,  which  had 
confirmed  that  all  items  had  product 
licences.  He  said  that  the  editorial  pages  of 
The  Journal  had  included  a  correction  of 
the  mistakes  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  he 
had  no  grounds  for  refusing  the 
advertisement.  After  debating  the  matter, 
the  Committee  concluded  that  the  editor's 
action  in  accepting  the  advertisement 


should  be  approved. 
Last  degree  approved.  Council  has 
approved  Henott-Watt  University's 
bachelor  of  pharmacy  degree  for  the 
period  necessary  for  its  final  intake  (the 
current  first-year  students)  to  complete  the 
course  and  examinations. 
Work  permits  for  overseas  students.  The 
Society  is  to  inform  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Students  Association  of 
the  arrangements  for  work  permits  for 
overseas  pharmacy  students  on  exchange 
visits  to  Britain.  The  procedure  (which  is 
different  from  that  for  overseas  students 
studying  for  British  degrees)  is  that 
employers  must  obtain  in  advance  the  form 
OW22  from  a  Job  Centre  and  send  it  to  the 
Department  of  Employment,  which  should 
then  issue  a  work  permit  without  any 
difficulty. 

Stand  at  Britchem.  The  Society  has 
accepted  the  offer  to  mount  a  stand  at  the 
Britchem  exhibition,  which  is  to  be  held  at 
the  National  Exhibition  Centre, 
Birmingham,  in  March.  The  stand  is  to  be 
manned  by  a  member  of  Council  and  two 


members  of  staff. 

Speaker  at  vets'  congress.  The  Society 
has  accepted  an  invitation  to  put  forward  a 
speaker  for  the  British  Veterinary 
Association  congress  to  be  held  in 
Brighton  in  September. 
Computer  representative.  Mr  N.L.  Wood 
has  been  nominated  to  represent  the 
Society  on  the  primary  health  care 
specialist  group  of  the  British  Computer 
Society,  to  succeed  Mr  D.W.M.  Davidson. 
School  on  microbial  contamination.  The 
Society  is  to  hold  a  joint  postgraduate 
school  with  the  Chelsea  department  of 
pharmacy,  Kings  College,  London  (KQC), 
at  Easter,  1987.  The  subject  will  be 
"Control  of  microbial  contamination  in 
oral  and  topical  pharmaceutical  products." 
Meeting  with  Linnean  Society.  The 
Society  has  accepted  an  invitation  to  take 
part  in  the  Linnean  Society's  bicentenary 
scientific  programme.  The  two  societies 
are  to  hold  a  joint  meeting,  on  a  topic  of 
current  interest,  in  the  rooms  of  the 
Linnean  Society  in  Burlington  House,  on 
February  25,  1988. 


o 


BRITCHEM 

THEBRITISH  CHEMISTS  EXHIBITION  ^       _^tb  M  ^  Jlfc.  A 

for  the  buAYM"LC!m*t 


Centrally  located  in  the  very  heart  of 
Britain,  this  exhibition  has  been 
especially  designed  for  the 
pharmacist  whose  time  is  at  a 
premium. The  ultra-modern  NEC  in 
Birmingham  offers  you  the 
pharmacist,  the  ideal  opportunity  to 
view  the  full  range  of  products 
available  from  the  major 
manufacturers,  including  the  latest 
OTC  products,  cosmetics,  toiletries 
etc.  So  make  sure  you  find  time  to 
attend. 

On  Sunday  9th  March  we  are  also  holding 
seminars  on  two  important  topics  -  Original 
Pack  Dispensing' and  Parallel  Imports' 
Delegates  will  have  every  opportunity  to  discuss 
the  pros  and  cons  of  these  contentious  subjects 


National  Exhibition 
Centre 
Birmingham 

Sunday  March  9 
and 

Monday  March  10 
19    8  6 


iiaiSonai^fp!f  on  a 
Na  onalfuy6!50 


Tabcon  Marketing  Ltd 

308  Seven  Sisters  Road,  London  N4  2AG Tel:  01  -802  4258 
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How  to  escape 
the  'Eye'. . .  

In  view  of  some  comments  in  "Professional 
Eye"  which  may  incorrectly  be  attributed 
as  my  views  I  should  like,  in  the  interests  of 
fairness,  to  place  on  record  that  I  have 
always  been  treated  with  every 
consideration  by  all  the  journalists  on 
Chemist  &  Druggist. 

I  have  nothing  but  praise  for  their 
efforts  to  maintain  the  high  journalistic 
standards  you  consider  appropriate  for 
C&D.  If  this  means  you  do  not  publish  all 
of  the  material  which  is  sent  to  you  this  is 
your  prerogative.  For  my  part,  provided 
your  decisions  are  based  on  good 
journalistic  principles,  I  am  happy 
whatever  they  may  be. 
Charles  Flynn, 

Honorary  acting  general  secretary, 
British  Pharmacists  Association  (UK) 

•••or  foul  most 
un professional 

Today,  presumably  in  common  with  all 
other  colleagues  I  received  through  the 
post  a  publication  called  "Professional 
Eye"  which  reports  to  be  "an  independent 
newspaper  free  of  all  outside  influences."  I 
have  never  encountered  a  less 
independent  publication  in  my  life  —  it  is 
so  loaded  with  gobbledegook  as  to  be 
pathetically  laughable.  I  have  always 
looked  upon  my  fellow  pharmacists  as 
intelligent,  reasonable  and  fair  beings. 
The  so  called  facts  and  policies  stated  in 
this  document  by  the  BPA  are  in  the  main 
inaccurate  and  downright  insulting  to 
many  thousands  of  pharmacists  and 
particularly  to  the  many  who  voluntarily 
represent  pharmaceutical  opinion  on 
many  well  established  bodies. 

We  have  three  main  representative 
bodies  —  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  the 
National  Pharmaceutical  Association  and 
the  Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee  together  with  Local 
Pharmaceutical  Committees  and  other 
committees  at  local  level,  all  of  which  are 
democratically  elected.  For  a  self- 
appointed  grouping  to  assail  us  with  such 
bigotry  on  a  Monday  morning  is  quite 
unbelievable  and  an  insult  to  our 
intelligence.  I  trust  that  such  rubbish  will 
demonstrate  to  all  reasonable  pharmacists 
once  and  for  all  how  pathetic,  albeit 
obviously  sponsored  by  some  well- 
financed  vested  interest,  this  so  called 
British  Pharmacists  Association  really  is. 

If  this  association  wishes  to  be  properly 


represented  I  hope  they  have  fielded  a  full 
force  of  candidates  to  stand  in  the  coming 
LPC  elections.  If  they  have  done  so,  and  if 
their  representatives  are  elected,  they  will 
find  that  there  have  been  many 
experienced,  sensible,  capable 
pharmacists  working  long  hours  on  their 
behalf  over  a  whole  range  of  issues  for 
many  years.  New  blood  is  urgently  needed 
in  many  of  these  committees  but  not  as  a 
result  of  violent  takover.  In  my  twenty  years 
as  a  pharmacist,  many  things  have  made 
me  angry,  but  there  has  never  been 
anything  like  this  atrocious  publication  by 
such  a  group  of  mountebanks. 

Let  them  take  their  off-shore 
publication  as  far  off  shore  as  possible  and 
sink  it  as  deep  as  possible.  I  would  quite 
happily  contribute  to  a  fund  to  send  their 
leaders  on  a  one-way  ticket  to  one  of  the  far 
away  places  advertised  in  their  little  rag. 
D.S.  Plumb 
Hampshire 

Praise  indeed  for 
*Eye' satire 

This  week  was  greatly  enlivened  by  the 
receipt  of  "Professional  Eye",  a  new 
satirical  magazine  in  the  style  of  PSNC 
Action  translated  for  Sun  readers. 

I  was  delighted  by  Ray  Lubert's 
wonderful  spoof  constitution  proposing  a 
single  person  to  negotiate  the  income  of 
contractors,  hospitals  and  employee 
pharmacists.  Where  might  we  find  such  a 
pharmaceutical  Rambo.  Perhaps  Alan 
Nathan,  who  singlehandly,  by  his  own 
account,  destroyed  the  contract,  overthrew 
PSNC  and  forced  the  Minister  to  the 
negotiating  table.  Perhaps  Charles  Flynn, 
who  could  bring  to  the  task  all  the  subtle 
diplomacy  of  his  viking  forebears.  Indeed, 
since  MPS  is  no  requirement,  why  not  Joey 
himself  to  lead  the  fight,  with  all  his  vast 
experience  of  going  over  the  top? 

How  hilarious  to  offer  contractors  the 
"safeguard"  of  a  steering  committee  of  ten 
(under  the  secretary  —  note)  only  two  of 
whom  need  be  party  to  the  contract  and 
bound  by  its  terms.  Finally,  to  reaffirm 
commitment  to  "democracy"  by  stripping 
pharmacists  of  their  chartered  right  of 
election  to  Council.  Nice  one  Ray. 

Praise  too  for  the  strong  supporting 
team.  To  Brian  Frischman  for  his  wicked 
parody  of  pre-war  advertisements  for  Bile 
Beans  with  "the  BPA  saved  my  life."  For 
John  Taylor's  delusions  of  grandeur  — 
"leapfrogging  is  not  the  government's 
problem"  so  'We  must  change  the  law." 
Chris  Smith  MP  of  the  borough  with  the 
highest  rates  in  London  on  the  financial 
plight  of  small  pharmacies.  Finally  Eliot 
O'Brien  slating  the  journalists  of  the  trade 


Press  for  subservience  to  advertisers  (pl5) 
while  himself  (pi  3)  penning  a  commercial 
for  Rhine  cruises  thinly  disguised  as  a 
travalogue.  And  will  the  fearless  James 
Douglas  publish  the  poison  pen  letters  he 
has  apparently  received  from  Xrayser.  The 
people  must  be  told  (or  the  Daily  Mail). 

Nothing  better  illustrates  their 
dedication  to  the  satirical  muse  than  their 
not  hesitating  to  mock  themselves 
describing  the  BPA  (p9)  as  an  organisation 
of  babies  that  needs  to  grow  up.  Best  of  all 
though  is  on  their  own  front  page, 
"Professional  Eye"  newpaper. . .  is  in  no  way 
connected  with  any  professional 
association,"  an  honest  affirmation  that  the 
BPA  are  complete  amateurs. 
Alan  Castell 
Rainham,  Essex 


Without  consent 

I  wish  to  make  it  clear  that  the  "tombstone' 
device  printed  at  the  heading  of  my  article 
in  the  "Professional  Eye"  newspaper,  which 
was  distributed  to  pharmacists  last  week, 
was  not  written  by  me  and  was  published 
without  my  knowledge  or  consent.  Beyond 
the  article  that  I  was  asked  to  contribute,  I 
had  no  connection  with  the  publication, 
nor  any  knowledge  as  to  its  contents  until  I 
received  my  copy  along  with  36,000  other 
pharmacists  last  week. 

As  to  the  content  of  the  paper  in 
general,  I  would  concede  that  some 
pharmacists  may  find  its  tone  rather 
strident,  and  may  think  it  rather  over- 
zealous  in  the  way  it  attacks  the  PSNC. 
Nevertheless,  there  are  a  great  many  truths 
wrapped  in  its  rhetoric  which  pharmacists 
ought  to  take  to  heart  and  act  upon  if  they 
have  any  interest  in  seeing  their  profession 
and  their  livelihoods  survive  beyond  the 
next  five  years,  or  ten  at  most. 

One  point  in  particular  that  was 
brought  home  to  me  was  how  obvious  it  is 
to  outsiders  that  the  three  bodies  which 
between  them,  govern  and  run  the 
profession,  viz  the  PSGB's  Council,  the 
PSNC  and  the  NPA,  are  dominated  by  the 
same  small  group  of  individuals.  Although 
the  motives  of  these  men  may  be  entirely 
noble  and  altruistic,  and  although  they 
may  be  selflessly  giving  of  their  time  and 
energies  solely  for  the  good  of  the 
profession  as  a  whole,  while  the 
government  of  pharmacy  continues  as  it  is 
these  men  are  open  to  accusations  of 
acting  out  of  vested  interest.  Nearly  all  of 
them  happen  to  be  large  contractors. 
Therefore,  I  consider  it  a  matter  of 
urgency  that  steps  be  taken  to  alter  the 
constitutions  of  the  Society,  the  PSNC  and 
the  NPA  so  that  nobody  can  hold  a  position 
on  the  executive  of  more  than  one  at  a 
time.  In  this  way  those  worthy  gentlemen 
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tfho  work  so  hard  to  protect  the  interests  of 
every  pharmacist  cannot  be  accused  of  a 
conflict  of  interests,  or  of  using  their 
positions  to  further  their  own  ends. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  have  resigned 
as  chairman  of  BPA  (UK)  (last  week, 
p276).  Over  the  past  few  months  I  have 
been  constantly  called  upon,  by  both 
supporters  and  opponents  of  the  BPA  who 
are  involved  in  the  ruling  bodies  of 
pharmacy,  to  fight  for  what  I  believe  in 
:rom  the  inside.  I  have  decided  to  take  up 
the  challenge  and  intend  to  stand  for 
election  to  the  Society's  Council  in  the 
Spring,  but  in  accordance  with  my  own 
principles  and  the  policy  of  the  BPA  (UK), 
[  cannot  remain  a  member  of  its  executive. 

Although  I  have  resigned  as  an  officer 
of  BPA  (UK)  I  am  still  a  member  and 
remain  true  to  the  principles  upon  which 
BPA  was  formed:  true  democracy  within 
the  profession,  genuine  representation  for 
svery  pharmacist,  and  a  fair  deal  for 
everyone.  I  shall  continue  to  fight  to 
uphold  them  at  every  opportunity. 
Alan  Nathan 
London  N21 


Distortion  claim 
bom  NI 


May  I,  through  your  letters  column, 
express  my  extreme  displeasure  with  the 
editor  of  "Professional  Eye"  for  his 
deliberately  misleading  treatment  of  my 
article  which  was,  before  his  intervention, 
entitled  "The  future  of  community 
pharmacy:  a  young  pharmacist's  view."  Mr 
Joey  Martyn-Martin,  British  Pharmacist 
Association  (UK)  asked  me  to  write  this 
article,  last  September,  after  a  visit  to 
Belfast  to  address  a  meeting  of  the  Young 
Pharmacists  Group  of  Northern  Ireland. 

Mr  Martyn-Martin  gave  me  his 
assurance,  on  three  occasions,  that  the 


article  would  be  in  no  way  edited.  The 
main  text  has  been  reproduced  faithfully 
but  minus  a  significant  passage  central  to 
the  thrust  of  the  article.  This  missing 
section  supports  the  Pharmaceutical 
Services  Negotiating  Committee's  ideas  on 
the  contract.  The  title  which  has  been 
added,  as  anyone  reading  it  can  see,  bears 
no  relation  to  its  content.  I  very  much 
resent  this  overt  distortion  of  my 
professional  viewpoint  and  wish  to  add  that 
I  am  not  a  BPA  member  nor  do  I  support 
their  views  or  opinions. 
Terry  Maguire 

Committee  member,  Young  Pharmacists 
Group  of  Northern  Ireland. 

Inaccurate 

References  have  been  made  to  me  in  a 
publication  going  under  the  title  of 
"Professional  Eye".  May  I  use  the  courtesy 
of  your  columns  to  make  it  quite  clear  that 
those  references  are  unsubstantiated  and 
inaccurate,  and,  furthermore,  I  have  never 
been,  am  not  now,  and  am  unlikely  ever  to 
be,  associated  in  any  way  with  the  British 
Pharmacists  Association  (UK)  Ltd. 
Nicholas  Wood 
Essex 


Import  tangle 

Mr  Ashwin  Tanna's  brave  attempt  to  rally 
some  support  for  UK  products  by 
publically  suggesting  that  patients  should 
demand  that  British  products  be  dispensed 
is  extremely  dangerous.  The  confusion 
that  this  sort  of  exercise  could  produce 
would  be  difficult  to  unravel  —  and  much 
confusion  exists  among  pharmacists. 

How  can  we  explain  to  the  public  the 
whole  chaotic  affair  without  getting 
embroiled  in  some  horrible  internal 
professional  wrangle?  Pharmacists  who 


are  using  PI  drugs,  licensed  or  otherwise, 
may  now  have  to  unnecessarily  defend 
their  position.  What  is  essential  is  to 
protect  against  possible  unfair  clawback 
those  pharmacists  who  haven't  used  any  PI 
drugs  at  all.  To  try  to  prevent  the  use  of  PI 
drugs  throughout  the  profession  by  the 
means  advocated  by  Ashwin  Tanna  is 
doomed  to  failure  since  the  licensed 
parallel  imported  drugs  have  been  fully 
accepted  by  our  paymasters. 

A  definitive  statement  is  needed  which 
tells  us  what  the  DHSS  is  planning  as  soon 
as  possible.  Given  at  least  some  semblance 
of  direction,  it  will  help  all  pharmacists  to 
make  practical  decisions. 
John  Davies 

Honorary  secretary,  Rural  Pharmacists 
Association 

Delighted! 

May  I  through  your  column  express  my 
delight  at  the  resurrection  of  the  contract. 
I  hope  this  time  every  pharmacist  who 
believes  in  its  benefit  will  write  to  their  MP 
to  urge  a  speedy  passage  through 
Parliament.  I  also  urge  the  PSNC  to  step 
up  it's  PR  campaign  to  counteract  the 
scaremongering  likely  to  be  instituted  by 
BPA  (UK)  through  the  Press  in  this  critical 
period. 

This  is  the  last  chance  we  will  have,  so 
let's  have  a  solid  and  positive  response. 
Sanjay  Patel 
Littlemore,  Oxford 


StocJc  answer? 

Has  anyone  a  stock  of  Embequin  tablets.  I 
need  a  supply  (up  to  100)  for  a  customer. 
Obviously  the  stock  must  be  reasonably 
dated.  Telephone  0782-313720. 
V.  R.  Billington 
Stoke-on-Trent 


01  of  professionals  rely  on. 


A  recent  survey  showed  that  80%  of  Local  Authorities 
selected  Sorexa  CD  for  mouse  control.  Now  this  unique 
formula  is  available  for  you  to  sell  for  household  use. 
Fully  effective  against  'super  mice'  Sorexa  CD  provides 

the  surest  mouse  control  yet. 


sorex 


So  stock-up  with  Sorexa  CD  Mouse  Killer, 

and  sell  the  best 

Sorex  Limited,  St.  Michael's  Industrial  Estate, 
Widnes,  Cheshire.  WA8  8TJ.Tel:  (051)420  7151 
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Thank  you! 


I  would  like  to  beg  space  in  C&D  to  thank 
pharmacists  for  their  help  and  generosity 
with  Brightlingsea  Round  Table's  recent 
vitamins  collection  project. 

Last  year,  after  the  blacklist,  I  decided 
to  try  and  ensure  that  some  of  the 
redundant  stock  was  used  before  it 
expired.  I  asked  every  Round  Table  in  the 
country  to  approach  as  many  pharmacists 
as  possible,  and  to  persuade  them  to  let  me 
have  their  multivitamins  and  iron  stock  to 
send  to  clinics  in  Zambia  for  routine  use. 

I  can  now  report  on  the  scheme,  and 
thank  Unichem  and  Macarthys,  who 
generously  transported  parcels  all  over  the 
country,  and  my  staff,  who  have  tolerated 
much  over  the  past  few  months. 

As  a  result  of  the  donations  we  have 
now  sent  to  Zambia  (via  Kitwe  Round 
Table)  £25,000  of  stock  —  totalling  in 
excess  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  doses.  To 
those  of  you  who  sent  stock  we  extend  our 
sincere  thanks. 

Despite  our  efforts  we  have  only  been 
able  to  collect  the  tip  of  a  fairly  large 
iceberg  and  I  am  still  concerned  that  no 
effort  is  apparently  being  made  by  anyone 
to  find  an  alternative  use  for  the  blacklisted 
stock.  Even  if  it  is  settled,  the 
compensation  question  does  not  solve  the 
more  moral  problem  of  what  to  do  with  the 
actual  stock.  Is  it  morally  acceptable  to 
destroy  such  a  large  amount  of  perfectly 
usable  medicines.  I  hope  to  stimulate  a 
discussion  over  the  waste  endemic  in  our 
service  which,  judging  from  the  letters  and 
phone  calls  I  have  had,  is  a  problem  of 
great  concern  to  more  than  just  myself.  I 
feel  that  it  would  be  constructive  for  our 
representatives  to  check  the  problem. 
David  Green 

Brightlingsea  Round  Table 

Another  door? 

I  read  with  interest  in  the  current  journal  of 
the  Society  of  Administrators  of  Family 
Practitioner  Services:  "After  many  years  of 
weighing  the  pros  and  cons  of  limiting  the 
right  of  access  to  FPC  lists  the 
pharmaceutical  profession  and  the 
Government  have  now  both  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  present  unfettered 
right  that  exists  is  not  in  the  best  interests  of 
either  the  service  or  the  profession". 

This  argument  may  be  used  to 
negotiate  a  new  contract  for  the  dental 
profession  giving  controlled  entry.  This  I 
feel  sure  opens  the  door  for  another  PSNC 
approach,  if  Mr  Hayhoe  finds  himself  "in 
difficulties"  again  with  his  latest  move. 
M.H.  Smith 
Ivybridge. 
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C&D  PL(PI)  list 

C  &D  will  publish  additions  t©  the 
lisl  of  PL(PI)s  published  on  fanuary 
25.  pi 37.  next  week. 

The  original  list  was  compiled  from  the 
issues  of  the  London  Gazette  "in  house"  on 
January  10.  Further  checks  reveal  that  the 
Gazettes  of  January  10  and  31  contained 
some  200  new  PL(PI)s  and  more  were 
published  on  February  7.  The  30  below 
were  omitted  from  the  original  list.  So  far 
the  DHSS  has  not  fulfilled  its  promise 
(C&D,  February  1,  pl68)  to  check  the  lists 
submitted  to  us  by  manufacturers  —  next 
week's  publication  should  largely  remove 
that  need.  We  hope  to  include  an 
amalgamation  of  the  January  25  and 
February  22  lists  in  our  April  Price  List.  It 
will  include  further  additions  published  in 
the  London  Gazette  before  we  go  to  press, 
as  well  as  the  Department  of  Health's  own 
list  of  country  of  origin  for  therapeutically 
equivalent  imports. 

Aeropax  (International)  Ltd 

4259/0020  Tegretol  200mg  tablet      Carbamazepine  200mg 

Alan  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd 


Naitidrofuryl  oxalate  lOOmg 
Sulphasalazine  500mg 


5401/0016  Praxilene  capsule 
5401/0025  Salazopyrin  500mg 
tablet 

API  (Suppliers)  Ltd 

5848/0018  Adalat  AR20mg 
5848/0017  Adalat  Retard  20mg 

Cloakstyle 

5871/0022  Corgard  80mg  tablet        Nadolol  80mg 


Niledipine  20mg 
Niiedipine  HSE  20mg 


5871/0018  Natnhx 

5871/0030  Tegretol  200mg  tablet 

Copeaira  Ltd 

5283/0076  Adalat  Retard 
5283/0009  Aldomet  250mg  tablet 

5283/0071  Indocid  50mg  capsule 

Eurochem  Ltd 

5513/0002  Adalat  AR20mg 
5513/0011  Aldomet  250mg  tablet 

5513/0032  Aldomet  SOOmg  tablet 

5513/0075  Artiilam  200mg  tablet 
5513/0006  Bruien  tablet  400mg 
5513/0083  Esbatal  lOmg  tablet 

5513/0098  Ismeline  25mg  tablet 

5513/0112  Solatran  capsule  15mg 
5513/0161  Tegretol  200mg  tablet 
5513/0104  Tenoretic  tablets 


Indapamide  hemihydrate 
25mg 

Carbamazepine  200mg 


Niledipine  20mg 
Methyldopa  282. 5mg  ■ 
250mg  anhydrous 
Indomelhacin  50mg 


Niiedipine  20mg 
Methyldopa  282. 5mg  = 
250mg  anhydrous 
Methyldopa  565mg  = 
SOOmg  anhydrous 
Tiaprotenic  acid  200mg 
Ibuprolen  400mg 
Bethanidine  sulphate 
lOmg 

Guanethidine  sulphate 
25mg 

Ketazolam  15mg 
Carbamazepine  200mg 
Atenolol  lOOmg, 
chlorthalidone  25mg 


Global  Pharmaceuticals 


0576/0008  Adalat  AR  tablet 
0576/0023  Natrilix  2. 5mg  tablet 


Niiedipine  20mg 
Indapamide  hemihydrate 


Grange  Pharmaceuticals 

3511/0049  Indocid  50mg  capsule      Indomethacin  50mg 

M&A  Pharmachem  Ltd 


4077/0076  Capoten  25mg  tablet 
4077/0077  Natrilix  2 .  5mg  tablet 


Captopril  25mg 
Indapamide  hemihydrate 

2.5mg 

Munro  Wholesale  Medical  Supplies  Ltd 

3243/0013  Aldactone  tablet  lOOmg 

3243/0024  Blocadren  tablet  lOmg 

3243/0029  Bunnex  tablet  lmg 

3243/0021  Inderal  LA  capsule 

3243/0022  Natrilix 

Spectrum  Marketing 

3537/0041  Adalat  AR  Retard  20mg   Nifedipine  20mg 
tablet 


Spironolactone  lOOmg 
Timolol  maleate  lOmg 
Bumetanide  lmg 
Propanolol 
hydrochloride  160mg 
Indapamide  hemihydrate 
2.5mg 


Price  Service 

The  size  of  Piz  Buin  after  sun  cream  should 
read  100ml,  not  200ml  (pip  code  193-649) 
as  previously  stated.  Confusion  arose 
when  Ciba  took  over  responsibility  for  the 
product  in  December.  The  correct  entry 
will  appear  in  the  Price  List  Supplement 
this  week. 


Educate  by 
video  says  MP 

The  Government  should  pay  for  a 
video  advertising  campaign  to 
stamp  out  the  use  of  lead-based  eye 
make-up  in  the  Asian  community,  a 
Tory  MP  is  demanding. 

Widespread  use  of  the  make-up, 
especially  on  small  children,  has  not  been 
reduced  by  previous  official  leafleting 
campaigns,  says  Keighley  MP  Garry 
Waller.  "Some  of  the  leaflets  were 
inaccurate  and,  anyway,  many  of  the 
people  they  are  aimed  at  never  saw  them 
or  could  not  read  them,  even  in  their  own 


language.  "But  many  of  those  people 
regularly  hire  Asian  videos,  and  we  could 
pay  for  a  minute  or  two  of  film  to  be 
inserted  explaining  the  dangers  of  lead- 
based  cosmetics,"  he  suggested. 

The  Government  would  find  this 
solution  far  cheaper  than  paying  "many 
tens  of  thousands  of  pounds  in  years  to 
come",  through  the  NHS  to  care  for 
children  mentally  disabled  by  lead 
poisoning. 

Animal  fines 

A  Northern  Ireland  agricultural 
merchant  has  been  fined  a  total  of 
£500  after  joint  prosecution  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  the  Royal 
Ulster  Constabulary. 

Mr  P.  McGirr  of  Shantaveney, 
Ballygawley,  Dungannon,  was  fined  £400 
for  four  charges  under  the  Medicines  Act, 
of  administering  POMs  other  than  in 
accordance  with  the  instructions  of  an 
appropriate  practitioner.  He  was  also 
fined  £100  and  disqualified  from  having 
charge  of  cattle  for  12  months  for  offences 
under  the  Welfare  of  Animals  Act. 
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List  'obscene',  says  Labour; 
Alliance  would  go  further' 


The  pharmaceutical  industry  is 
[ailing  to  meet  people's  needs  in 
Britain  or  developing  countries, 
according  to  the  Labour  Party's 
Health  spokesman  Michael 
Meacher. 

In  one  of  a  number  of  articles  on 
pharmacy  published  in  the  Parliamentary 
journal  The  House  Magazine,  Mr  Meacher 
says  tax  payers  ".  .  .  must  no  longer 
subsidise  the  proliferation  of  'me-too' 
drugs,  bogus  trials  and  cripplingly 
expensive  and  inappropriate  promotion". 
He  caUs  the  limited  list  obscene  and 
immoral,  dividing  those  who  can  pay  from 
those  who  can't. 

But  the  Liberal  Party's  Health 
spokesman  Archy  Kirkwood  claims  an 
Alliance  government  would  keep  the 
limited  list,  while  going  somewhat  further 
with  a  system  of  generic  substitution, 
allowing  pharmacists  to  use  generics 
instead  of  prescribed  brand  name  drugs. 
'There  is  no  doubt  that  current  attitudes 
towards  prescribing  and  drug  taking  need 
to  be  reformed,"  says  Mr  Kirkwood,  who 
sees  restricted  prescribing  as  necessary 
and  desirable. 

He  calls  for  a  procedure  to  let  doctors 
prescribe  unlisted  drugs  through  a  local 
appeals  system,  and  urges  Social  Services 
Secretary  Norman  Fowler  to  take  up  the 
issue  again  with  the  British  Medical 
Association  —  "...  and  then,  if  they  still 
refuse  it,  possibly  consider  implementing 
it  anyway". 


Mr  Fowler  claims  in  his  article  that  the 
Government  and  the  industry  both  want  a 
"strong  and  profitable  private  enterprise 
pharmaceutical  industry".  He  says  the  list's 
working  has  been  a  remarkably  smooth 
process,  and  attributes  this  partly  to  the 
help  of  the  vast  majority  of  doctors. 

Writing  for  the  BMA,  chairman  of 
council  Dr  John  Marks  says:  "We  have 
always  rejected  Government  interference 
with  clinical  freedom".  He  accepts  the 
need  for  voluntary  moves  to  control 
prescribing  cost.  But  the  NHS  has 
breached  a  basic  tenet  of  the  National 
Health  Service:  ".  .  .  that  what  the  doctor 
prescribes  should  be  related  to  the 
patient's  needs  and  not  to  their  ability  to 
pay". 

Sir  Trevor  Skeet,  chairman  of  the 
Parliamentary  Scientific  Committee, 
points  to  the  withdrawal  of  G.D.  Searle 
from  UK  research,  saying  the  case  needs 
careful  examination.  And  the  ABPI's 
director,  Dr  John  Griffin,  says  cuts  in  R&D 
investment  will  damage  the  industry's 
ability  to  compete  in  international  markets. 

Other  articles  in  the  journal  describe 
the  workings  of  the  All  Party  Group  on 
Pharmaceutical  Industry,  and  the  PSGB. 
Included  in  the  issue  is  a  Unichem 
advertisement  headed  "The  vital  role  in  the 
chain  of  community  health  care".  It  invites 
those  seeking  further  information  related 
to  the  pharmaceutical  distribution  system 
operating  in  the  UK  to  contact  chief 
executive  Peter  Dodd. 


Higher  Ransom 

William  Ransom  have  announced  a 
£51,000  increase  in  their  half-year 
pre-tax  profits,  compared  with  1984. 

Turnover  stood  at  £3.  lm  —  up  by  over 
£lm  from  the  year  before.  Chairman 
Michael  Ransom  said  the  profit  increase 
was  mainly  because  of  an  upsurge  in 
demand  due  to  the  limited  list. 

"Sales  continue  to  be  buoyant  although 
intensifying  competition  is  making  an 


impact  on  margins,"  he  said.  The  cost  of 
buying  Halas  Pharmaceuticals  had 
affected  profits,  but  Mr  Ransom  predicted 
second  half  figures  of  "not  less  than  those 
for  the  same  period  last  year". 

The  Trade  and  Industry's  retail  sales  index 
for  December  1985  (1980  =  100)  shows 
chemists  up  15  per  cent  to  269.  The  year 
on  year  change  for  all  businesses  is  8  per 
cent  to  210.  The  figure  for  chemists  does 
not  include  National  Health  Service 
receipts. 


Lords  amend 
Shops  Bill 

The  Government  has  suffered  its 
first  defeat  on  the  Shops  Bill. 

It  happened  in  the  House  of  Lords  on 
Tuesday  evening  when  Lord  Stockton  — 
formerly  Prime  Minister  Harold  MacMillan 
—  voted  against  the  Government  on  an 
amendment  moved  by  independent  peer 
Lord  Denning,  former  Master  of  the  Rolls. 

The  amendment  ensures  that  half- 
holidays,  meal-times  and  Sunday 
employment  of  all  shop  workers  will 
continue  to  be  regulated  by  the  1950 
Shops  Bill.  These  aspects  of  the  Act  were 
to  be  excluded  from  the  new  legislation  in 
the  case  of  shop  workers  over  18.  The 
changes  will  mean  that  the  present 
situation  will  continue. 

The  amendment  was  passed  by  121 
votes  to  120,  with  Lord  Stockton  defying 
the  Government  Whip,  despite  a  plea  from 
Home  Office  Minister  Lord  Glenarthur. 
He  said  that  employment  restrictions  in  the 
1950  Act  were  "out  of  date  and 
unnecessary." 

Moving  the  amendment,  Lord  Denning 
told  the  Government  that  its  argument  was 
unconvincing. 


A  Wellcome  tip 

City  experts  are  tipping  Wellcome 
as  a  favourite  with  investors  when 
trading  in  the  shares  starts  on 
Friday. 

Last  week's  offer  for  sale  attracted  a 
flood  of  applicants  for  the  120p  shares.  But 
the  organisers  do  not  think  the  shares  were 
too  cheap.  "We  still  feel  the  price  was 
right  even  though  the  issue  was  eighteen 
times  oversubscribed,"  said  Philip  Bradley 
from  sponsors  Robert  Fleming.  "It  just 
looks  a  bit  low  at  the  moment  because 
Glaxo  shares  have  gone  up  and  both  the 
stock  market  and  the  dollar  are  buoyant." 

As  C&D  went  to  Press  a  premium  of 
20p  a  share  was  being  talked  of.  "We  will 
have  to  wait  and  see  what  happens,"  said 
Mr  Bradley.  "Wellcome  do  not  have  a 
blockbuster  like  Glaxo's  Zantac  but  it  is 
still  an  extremely  solid  investment." 


CARNATION 


rTTf^j   Corn  and  Callous  Caps  that  are  asked  for  by  name. 

f^^i^SA^n  -l     Cuxson,  Gerrard  &  Co  (Dressings)  Ltd.,  Oldbury,  Warley,  West  Midlands  B69  3BB 
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RDG  force  to  go 
for  chemists 

A  new  sales  force  for  the  chemist 
hrade  is  offering  OTC  lines  from  a 
number  ol  "major  manufacturers" 

RDG  (Marketing)  Ltd,  part  of  the 
Resource  Development  Group,  is 
employing  two  groups  of  seven  salesmen 
and  two  relief  salesmen  working  North  and 
South  of  the  mainland  under  a  sales 
director. 

Among  the  companies  and  brands 
dealing  with  RDG  are  Ever  Ready,  Kodak, 
Calotherm  and  Familia  baby  products. 
Other  companies  are  still  in  discussion. 

Group  managing  director  Richard 
Kaye  says  the  sales  force  will  give  chemists 
the  benefit  of  regular  calls  by  RDG 
employees  who  are  not  actual  agents  of  the 
companies  involved.  "Some  big  names 
don't  have  a  sales  force  in  the  chemist 
trade,  and  don't  want  to  take  on  the 
overheads  of  their  own  force.  This  is  a  kind 
of  timeshare". 

Mr  Kaye  commented  that  the  "top 
2,000"  chemist  outlets  get  coverage  from 
major  companies,  "leaving  about  8,000 
others".  The  sales  force  does  not  cover 
drug  stores  at  present  but  is  aiming  to 
embrace  "all  chemists"  —  including 
multiples,  wholesalers  and  sundries-men. 


Sussex  fire 

Sussex  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd  expect 
to  begin  limited  production  at  their 
East  Grinstead  site  following  a  fire 
on  January  7. 

The  fire  apparently  started  in  a  corner 
of  the  storage  area  on  Friday  evening  and 
a  spokesman  for  the  company  confirmed 
arson  is  suspected.  It  destroyed  the  mixing 
and  granulation  machinery,  the  entire 
store  and  its  contents.  Around  100  people 
living  near  the  factory  were  evacuated 
after  thick,  black  smoke  formed.  A 
warning  was  issued  by  the  local  police 
force  who  advised  residents  to  seek  urgent 
medical  advice  if  they  became  ill.  This 
followed  consultation  with  the  Ministry  of 
Defence  laboratories  at  Harwell. 

A  spokesman  for  the  West  Sussex  fire 
brigade  said  a  combination  of  all  the 
chemicals  in  an  uncontrolled  environment 
was  a  potentially  dangerous  situation. 
(Sussex  Pharmaceuticals  carries  a  wide 
range  of  generic  material) . 

Sales  manager  David  Maxwell  said  it 
was  difficult  to  predict  exactly  when  they 
would  be  back  in  production.  The  plant 
handles  tablet  compression,  sugar  film 
coating  and  packaging.  As  soon  as 


electrical  power  is  restored,  these  facilities 
will  be  available  with  a  reduced  quality 
control  laboratory.  Mr  Maxwell  said  it  was 
too  early  to  put  a  figure  on  the  damage, 
but  it  amounted  to  several  million  pounds. 

More  scripts  for 
poorer  areas 

Wales,  Northern  Ireland  and  the 
Mersey  and  North  Western  regions 
of  England  have  the  highest  NHS 
medicine  usage  in  the  UIL 

The  average  number  of  prescriptions 
dispensed  per  person  in  Wales  and 
Northern  Ireland  was  9.4  in  1984.  The 
numbers  in  the  North  West  and  Mersey 
were  8.5  and  8.2  respectively  while 
Oxford  had  the  lowest  figure  at  5.9. 

Commenting  on  these  statistics  at  a 
conference  organised  by  ASTMS  this 
week,  David  Taylor,  director  of  economic 
planning,  The  Association  of  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Industry,  said  differences 
in  regional  medicine  usage  were  linked  to 
factors  such  as  higher  unemployment  and 
lower  income.  Research  indicated  that 
unemployment  and  the  stress  of  threatened 
job  loss  may  increase  families'  GP 
consultation  rates  by  as  much  as  20  per 
cent. 


Monday,  February  17 

Leicestershire  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

postgraduate  medical  centre,  Leicester  Royal  Infirmary,  at 
7.30pm.  Continuing  education.  A  member  oi  the  Leicestershire 
Department  oi  Health  Education  "Health  education  in 
Leicestershire." 

Mid  Glamorgan  East  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society,  The 

Globe  Hotel,  Pontypridd  at  8pm.  DrG.D.  Parr,  Nottingham 
University  on  "Drug  treatment  oi  new-born  children, 
intentional  and  inadvertent,  due  to  placental  transfer." 

Tuesday,  February  18 

Bath  and  District  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Visit  to 
the  Bath  Clinic  Mr  Brian  Clake,  administrator,  on  "Comparing 
and  contrasting  the  health  service  provided  by  the  NHS  and  the 
private  sector."  7.30pm. 

File  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Anthony's  Hotel, 
Kirkcaldy  at  7.45pm.  Mr  J.R.  lamieson,  administrator, 
Edinburgh  Division  on  "The  work  of  the  bureau  —  prescription 
pricing." 

Sub-Committee  for  Post  Qualification  Education  and 
Training  of  Pharmacists,  Medical  Biology  Centre,  Lisburn 
Road,  Belfast  at  8pm .  Dr  D  Balon  on  "Response  to  symptoms  in 
community." 

Wednesday,  February  19 

Barking  and  Havering  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

academic  centre.  Old  Church  Hospital,  Romford,  Sussex  at 
7.30pm.  Mr  Jim  Gneg,  medical  information  manager.  May  & 
Baker  on  "Information  plus,"  a  view  of  information  services. 
Chiltern  Region,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  postgraduate 
course,  PGMC  King  Edward  VII  Hospital,  Windsor  at  8pm .  Dr 
R.D.M.  Sc^tt  on  "Community  care  of  diabetes." 
North  Metropolitan  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  North 
London  Pharmaceutical  Association,  School  of  Pharmacy  at 
8pm.  Tim  Astill,  director  NPA  on  "Current  affairs."  Joint 
meeting  with  the  NPA. 

West  Metropolitan  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Pharmacy  Department  (seminar  room),  Charing  Cross 


Kodak  announce 
jobs  cutback 

Eastman  Kodak  have  called  for  an 
immediate  5  per  cent  budget  cut. 
and  an  overall  10  per  cent  cut  in 
Kodak  jobs  worldwide. 

The  cuts  are  part  of  the  group's 
"corporate  cost  improvement  programme" 
and  will  affect  jobs  at  all  levels.  A 
spokesman  for  Kodak  in  the  UK  said  the 
cuts  would  make  the  company  better  able 
to  deal  with  "a  fiercely  competitive 
industry".  There  was  no  direct  link,  he 
said,  with  the  outcome  of  a  long-running 
patents  battle  with  Polaroid.  This  led  to 
Kodak  pulling  out  of  the  Instant  products 
market.  "The  Polaroid  situation  may  be  a 
factor,"  said  the  company,  "but  there  are 
others.  If  you  have  a  large  organisation, 
you've  got  to  look  at  it  periodically  to  see 
that  it's  running  in  the  most  efficient  way". 

The  British  operation  will  be 
discussing  moves  with  employees  soon. 

Claims  for  the  redemption  of  valid  Farley 
coupons  will  constitute  claims  in  the 
liquidation  of  the  company.  The 
liquidators  are  arranging  for  the  payment 
of  creditors'  claims,  as  and  when,  they  fall 
due.  NPA  members  should  send  coupons 
to  Mallinson  House. 


Hospital,  Fulham  Palace  Road,  London  W6.  Mr  I.H.  Harrison, 
lecturer  in  practice  ol  pharmacy,  Welsh  School  of  Pharmacy 
on  "Legal  and  ethrcal  aspects  of  counter  prescribing. 

Thursday,  February  20 

Bedfordshire  Branch.  Pharmaceutical  Society.  Bird-in- 
Hand,  Henlow  Camp  Crossroads  at  8pm.  Oncology  film  by 
Lederle. 

Bradford  and  Halifax  Branch,  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association,  The  Victoria  Hotel,  Bradford  at  8pm.  Mrs  A. 
Church,  superintendent,  Prescription  Pricing  Bureau, 
Wakefield  will  be  the  speaker. 

Dundee  and  Eastern  Scottish  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Lecture  Theatre  3,  Ninewells  Medical  School  at 
7.30pm.  Professor  A.  Newell,  Microcomputer  Centre, 
University  of  Dundee  on  11  Aids  lor  the  deaf . " 
Halifax  and  District  Branch,  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Ye 
Olde  Golden  Restaurant,  Keighley  Road,  Halifax.  Annual 
Dinner  Dance.  Tim  Astill,  NPA  director  will  be  the  speaker. 

Friday,  February  21 

Stirling  and  Central  Scottish  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Terraces  Hotel,  4  Melville  Terrace,  Stirling  at  8pm. 
Working  dinner.  Dr  W.  Sneader,  Strathclyde  University,  on 
"The  forbidden  fruit." 

Advance  information 

South  East  England  Region.  Pharmaceutical  Society, 

regional  conference,  Chatham  Town  Hall,  Sunday,  March  16 
The  subject  will  be  "Substance  abuse."  Fee  £5.  Further 
information  from  Dr  G.W.  Hanlon,  Pharmacy  Department, 
Brighton  Polytechnic,  Moulescoomb,  Brighton  BN2  4G1. 
Notional  Association  of  Women  Pharmacists,  weekend 
School,  The  School  of  Pharmacy,  University  of  London, 
Fnday,  April  11  —  Sunday,  April  13.  The  school  will  cover 
contraceptive  health  care,  holiday  health  and  various 
workshop  sessions.  Fee  £65.  Further  information  from  Dr  A. 
Bnggs,  The  School  of  Pharmacy,  29/39  Brunswick  Square, 
London  WC1. 
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:CLASSIFIE 


Post  to 

Classified  Advertisements, 
Chemist  &  Druggist, 
Benn  Publications, 
Sovereign  Way,  Tonbridge, 
Kent  TN9  1RW. 
Telephone  Tonbridge  (0732) 
364422.  Telex  95132. 
Ring  Hazel  Barry  ext  210 
for  further  information 


Publication  date 

Every  Saturday 
Headings 

All  advertisements  appear 
under  appropriate  headings. 
Copy  date  4pm  Tuesday  prior 
to  publication  date. 
Cancellation  deadline 
5pm  Monday  prior  to 
publication  date. 


Appointments 


A   Nelson  Pharmacies  Ltd 

j  B  Specialists  in  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy 

PHARMACIST  MANAGER 
HOMOEOPATHY 

Nelson's  the  well  known  Homoeopathic  Pharmacy  in  Duke 
Street,  London  W1  invite  applications  for  the  position  of 
Pharmacist  Manager. 
Applicants  need  not  have  previous  experience  of 
Homoeopathy  but  should  have  a  commitment  to  the 
concept  and  practice  of  Homoeopathy. 
Full  training  given  in  all  aspects  of  Homoeopathic 
Pharmacy. 

Excellent  salary  negotiable,  experienced  supporting  staff, 
five  day  week  and  pension  scheme. 
Apply  Superintendent  Pharmacist, 
73,  Duke  Street,  Grosvenor  Square,  London  W1M  6BY. 
Telephone:  01-629  3118 


SALES  ASSISTANT 

FULHAM 

Required  for  up-market  village  pharmacy.  Successful  applicant 
will  be  bright,  friendly,  personable,  and  will  earn  a  good  salary  in 
line  with  age  and  experience. 

Please  phone  Freddie,  01-736  2174  (Day) 
or  01-736  9953  (After  7.00  pm) 


Businesses  Wanted 


DRUGSTORES  WANTED 

Substantial  party  wish  to  acquire  large  or  small  drugstores 
anywhere  within  a  50  mile  radius  of  London.  Quick  cash 
completion.  Strict  confidence. 

Please  telephone:  Mrs.  Nash. 

(0732)  450859  office 

(0732) 459798 

evenings/weekends 


Agents 


AGENT  REQUIRED 

Who  is  already  calling  on  chemist  shops  in  the 
Greater  Manchester  area,  to  sell  additional  fast 
selling  lines  at  very  competitive  prices.  Good 
commission. 

Phone:  Mr  Jaysan  -  Office  Hours  (061  832)  5029 


Display/Semi  Display 

£13.40  per  single  column 
centimetre,  min  30mm. 
Column  width  42mm. 
Whole  Page  £1200.00 
(260mm  x  180mm) 
Half  Page  £650.00 
(125mm  x  180mm) 
Quarter  Page  £345.00 
(125mm  x  88mm) 


Box  Numbers  £3.00  extra 
Available  on  request. 
All  rates  subject  to 
standard  VAT. 


Agents 


Successful 

AGENTS 

required  for  a  well  known  company  producing 
household  cleaners  for  the  grocery  and  hardware 
trades. 

Due  to  expansion  agents  are  required  for  areas 
throughout  the  country. 
If  you  have  the  ability  to  earn  an  additional 
£10,000+  per  annum  please  apply  with  full 
details  in  strict  confidence  to:  — 
Springfield  Personnel  Services,  128a  Above  Bar, 
Southampton  SOI  0DU  (Ref:  BTJ) 


•ALES  AGENTS 

for  many  areas  in  UK  to  sell  established  range  of 
branded  pharmaceuticals  supported  by  advertising 

and  promotion.  Full  or  part-time. 
Write  to:  Recruitment,  Martindale  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
Chesham  House,  Chesham  Close,  Romford  RM1  4JX. 


Rapidly  expanding  and  successful  company  requires 
established 

AGENTS 

to  sell  photographic  film  etc  in  all  areas. 
Please  reply  to:  BOX  C&D  3160 


Manufacturers  and  Suppliers  Wanted 


GENERIC/BRANDED 
PHARMACEUTICALS 

Active  trading  company  seeks  to  develop  business 
relationships  with  manufacturers  and  suppliers  of 
branded  pharmaceuticals  and  generics  for 
customers  in  West  Africa.  Principals  only. 
Please  reply  to:  — 
R.M.  Scotcher 
LEDROP  EXPORTS  LIMITED 
291 A  Brompton  Road,  LONDON  SW3  2DY 
Tel:  01-581  3188  Tlx:  8813016  LEDROP  G 


Chemist  &  Druggist  15  February  1986 


32  i. 


Shoplifting 


lUii  Li 


INE 

SHOPFITTERS  FOR  THE  PHARMACY 


REFITS,  NEW  INSTALLATIONS,  CEILINGS, 
SHOPFRONTS,  ELECTRICAL,  FINANCE,  NPA 
&  NUMARK  APPROVED. 

SO  CONTACT  US  NOW. 


8  COMMERCE  WAY,  LEIGHTON 
BUZZARD, BEDS 
TEL:  0525-381356 


Quality  and  original  Continental  Systems  plus 
total  package  NPA  recommended  NO  system 
matches  UMDASCH  for  quality. 

Prices  pleasantly  competitive. 
See  for  yourself. .  .there's  no  obligation. 


Apeiis  Systems  Ltd,  Unit  P,  Kingsway 
Trading  Estate,  Kingsway,  Luton, 
Bedfordshire. 
Ring  Luton  (0582)  457111 


NOW! 


marspec 

■SHOPFITTING  LTD 


Attractive  modular 
shopfittings  at  competitive 
prices. 

For  a  new  perspective  in 
pharmacy  design. 


Telephone:  0392  216606 

Unit4B,  Grace  Road,  Marsh  Barton, 
Exeter,  Devon 


shanfiktm 


0761  418941 


Creators  and  Manufacturers  of  Individual 
Environments  for" thecPrbfessionalcPharmacy 


SALES  OFFICE:  HALLATROW  ROAD,  PAULT0N.AV0N 


Stock  for  Sale 


Business  for  Sale 


LEXDRUM 

0626  834077 

WE  PROVIDE  A  PROFESSIONAL 
SHOPFITTING  SERVICE  FOR  THE 
RETAIL  PHARMACY 

LEXDRUM  STOREFITTERS 
""^^  Chappie  Rdr  Bovey  Tracey,  Devon, 

mmm  0626834077 


UK  GENERICS 

All  at  unbeatable 
prices  and  free  bottle 
of  wine  with  every 

£100  order. 


D.E.  PHARMACEUTICALS 
TELEPHONE: 
(06614)  2253 


SURREY  AREA 

Business  for  sale 

Ideal  first  time  purchase. 
Turnover  £95,000.  LOW 

RENT£425/annum. 
Attractive  two  bedroomed 
flat  with  garden  and 
garage.  Price  asked 
£22,000.  Finance 
available. 

Box  C&D3159  or 
Evenings  01-399  9583. 


Professional  Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


Simply  the  best 

The  Park  range  of  Computer  Labelling  Systems  -  simply  the  best 
Prove  it  for  yourself  with  a  14  day  Free  trial. 

SYSTEMS  FROM  £b50  TO  THE  NEW  DISK-BASED  SYSTEM  800  AT  £1295.  PRICES  EXCLUDE  VAT  AND  INCLUDE  A  10%  NPA  REBATE 


Contact  David  Coleman  or 
Mike  Sprince  MPS 
Park  Systems  Ltd. 

41-43  Parliament  St 
Liverpool  L8  5RN. 
Tel  051-708  8800 
rV/iw  628622 


A 


Singapore  Agents 
Summit  Co. 

Ruby  Industrial  Estate, 
Singapore  1334. 
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Professional  Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


THE  NEW   RICHARDSON  AMSTRAD 


"The  popular  Richardson  labelling  program  still 
has  not  been  bettered  at  the  price,  and  this  new 
lower-cost  disc  model  is  the  latest  in  the  line  of 
quality  labellers  from  an  acknowledged  market 
leader  .  .  ."  „„or. 

NPA  Pink  Supplement  —  November  1985 


Recommended 


£1098     Including  10%  NPA  rebate   (UK  Mainland  only) 


For  further  information  or  a  demonstration  in  your  own  pharmacy,  please  contact 


John  Mchatdfon  Computer!  Lid 


fllEEPOftl  Pteilon  PD*  *BU  Ie8  ©If  J  *!*#<> » 


Labels 


Computer  Labelling 


TOP  QUALITY 
SELF-ADHESIVE 


LABILS 


(For  compute  or  typewrite)  use) 
ONLY  A  PHONE  CALL  AWAY 

lLiMA^s  051-708  8800 

41-43  Parliament  St. 


Liverpool 
L8  5RN 
Tele\: 
628622 


The  leading 
quality  supplier  in  the  UK  for 
Computer  or  Typewriter - 
every  system  catered  for. 


A  FULLY  TRAINED  ■ 
DISPENSARY  ASSISTANT 
for  ONLY  £4.99  per  week 


CASH  Puce  Only  £865  (+VAT)  inc  10%  discounl  to  NPA  members 
Easy  Payment  Terms  and  Leasing  Available 


Chemist  & 
Druggist  Gets 
Results!! 


ring  now  for  prices 
LEEDS  (0532)  752653 
24  hour  answering  service 


Pharmaceutical  Packaging  Leeds 

PO  Box  1 40  6  Kirkstall  Hill  Leeds  LS11QE 


DO  YOU  STILL  WRITE  OR 
TYPE  YOUR  LABELS? 

LET  US  DEMONSTRATE  HOW  THE  FAST  SIMPLE 
PACE  Beta  LABELLING  SYSTEM  WILL  IMPROVE 
YOUR  SERVICE  &  SAVE  YOU  MONEY 

Phone  061-941  7011  for  a  personal  demonstration 


'   Pharmaceutical  Computer  Systems  Ltd 
37  Stamford  New  Road.  Altrincham,  Cheshire  WA14 1 EB. 


CHEMIST 

DRUGGIST 

YOU  CAN  ALSO  TELEX  OR  PHONE 
YOUR  ADVERTISEMENTS 

TELEX:  95732  (BENTON  G) 

£t  TONBRIDGE  0732  364422  EXT.  210 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISEMENTS 


Post  to 

Classified  Advertisements,  Chemist  £t  Druggist, 
Benn  Publications,  Sovereign  Way,  Tonbridge,  Kent 
TN9  1 RW 

Telephone  Tonbridge  (0732)  364422  Telex  95132 
Ring  Hazel  Barry  ext  210 
for  further  information 


Box  Numbers  £3  00  extra 
Available  on  request. 


All  rates  subject  to 
standard  VAT 


Publication  date 

Every  Saturday 
Headings 

All  advertisements  appear 
under  appropriate  headings. 
Copy  date  4pm  Tuesday  prior 
to  publication  date. 
Cancellation  deadline 
5pm  Monday  prior  to 
publication  date. 


Whole  Page  £1200.00 
(260mm  «  180mm) 
Half  Page  £650.00 
(125mm  ■  180mm) 
Quarter  Page  £345.00 
(125mm  ■  88mm) 
Display/Semi  Display 
£13.50  per  single  column 
centimetre,  min  30mm. 
Column  width  42mm. 


COPY:  (PLEASE  PRINT) 


Section   No  of  insertions: 

Name  Address  


.Phone: 


Box  No  Yes/No  Date  Signed 
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Poetic  warning 
wins  the  prize 


Adults  might  need  reminding  that 
dangerous  medicines  should  he 
kept  out  of  reach  but  children  seem 
to  have  got  the  message.  Nine-year 
old  Stacy  Thorne  won  a  competition 
run  by  Ivybridge  pharmacist  Mike 
Smith  with  this  ditty: 
Don't  play  with  medicines,  my  Mummy 
said, 

They  may  be  pretty,  blue,  white  and  red, 
Don't  play  with  medicines,  they're  not  for 
you, 

Leave  them  alone,  that's  what  you  do, 
Don't  play  with  medicines,  my  Mummy 
said, 

Because  if  you  do,  you  might  end  up  dead. 

Mr  Smith  runs  a  competition  for  the 
village  children  every  year.  "This  time  I 
was  keen  to  do  something  connected  with 
medicines  to  make  the  children  think  a 
little  about  the  dangers,"  he  said.  He  also 
filled  a  medicine  bottle  with  2,200  pills  and 
asked  the  children  to  guess  the  number. 
Stacy's  estimate  (1,999)  was  the  closest. 


One  hundred  bottles  of  champagne  were 
recently  won  by  television  addicted 
pharmacists  who  successfully  identified 
what  time  they  saw  the  new  Beecham 
Resolve  television  commercial.  Their 
names  were  entered  into  a  free  draw.  One 
of  the  lucky  winners  was  Mr  Patel  of 
Chemco  Pharmacy,  The  Broadway, 
Wimbledon.  He  is  pictured  receiving  his 
bottle  of  champagne  from  Ron  Lawrence, 
the  local  Beecham  Proprietary  Medicines 
representatives 


Soft,  strong  and  much  cheaper  than  the] 
real  thing  —  the  Andrex  puppy  presented 
to  Prince  Michael  at  Crufts  last  week  by 
Andrex  brand  manager  Glyn  Harper.  But 
there's  more  to  Andrex  . . .  they're  actively 
involved  with  the  Hearing  Dogs  for  the 
Deaf  charity.  Prince  Michael  had  just  seen 
the  company  present  them  with  a  caravan 
for  the  charity's  fund-raising  tours 


UCCA  figures 

Applications  for  university  pharmacy 
courses  for  1986  entry  were  11.8  per  cent 
down  at  the  December  15  closing  date. 

The  University  Central  Council  of 
Admissions  says  there  were  2,882 
applications  for  pharmacy  courses 
compared  to  3,266  in  1984.  Applications 
for  all  subjects  are  down  2.7  per  cent. 


Yorkshire  pharmacy  assistant  Karen 
Ferguson  has  won  the  Strepsil  "Get  Away 
From  Winter"  competition  and  gets  a  break 
in  Tangier.  Senior  product  manager  Tom 
Gumey  and  Crookes'  Mike  Coates  braved 
the  weather  to  bring  her  the  news 


Four  moves 
for3M 


George  Meredith,  managing 
director  of  3M  Health  Care,  has 
been  made  general  manager  of  the 
pharmaceutical  subsidiary,  Riker 
Laboratories. 

Mr  Meredith  moves  to  St.  Pant, 
Minnesota,  USA,  to  take  up  the  position  on 
March  1 .  His  place  will  be  taken  by  Frank 
Ellis,  previously  director  of  the  consumer 
products  division. 

Other  3M  appointments  have  been 
made,  including  the  creation  of  a  new 
post:  Ian  Parkinson,  previously  director  of 
marketing,  becomes  director  of  the 
prescription  medicines  division.  And  Jim 
Gaston,  general  manager  of  the  health 
care  products  division,  has  been 
appointed  a  director  of  the  company. 

Pharmagen  team 

Following  the  appointment  of 
general  manager  Tom  Hart,  a  new 
sales  team  has  been  formed  by 
Pharmagen  Ltd. 

Roy  Berwick  is  the  new  sales  manager, 
with  two  area  sales  controllers,  Roy 
Ry lands  and  Frank  Benham,  covering  the 
North  and  South  of  England  respectively. 
The  current  sales  team  of  six 
representatives  is  being  increased  to  nine. 

Beecham:  Don  McClure,  chairman  of  the 
cosmetic  and  home  improvement  division 
and  group  board  director  is  to  retire  at  the 
July  AGM.  Group  financial  director  Ted 
Bond  will  take  over  the  position,  with  effect 
from  April  1 . 

Unichem's  subsidiary  travel  company 
Soler  Touriste  is  offering  members  10  per 
cent  off  a  12-day  Sunking  Viking 
Caribbean  cruise,  departing  September  6 
only  with  prices  from  £1,080.  Inquiries  to 
Lynn  Farmer,  01-391  2525. 


DEATH 


Hughes:  Mr  C.  Denis  Hughes  of  257 
Joanmount  Gardens,  Belfast,  died  on 
January  15.  Mr  Hughes  registered  in  1941 
and  for  a  number  of  years  was  regional 
member  of  Wyeth  Laboratories  before 
opening  his  own  business  in  Joanmount 
Gardens.  He  leaves  a  wife  and  a  son  and 
daughter. 


Typesetting  and  graphics  by  Magset  Ltd.  Sidcup,  Kent.  Printed  by  Riverside  Press  Ltd,  Whitstable,  Kent.  Published  by  BENN  PUBLICATIONS  LTD,  Sovereign  Way,  Tonbridge,  Kent  TN9  1RW 
Registered  at  the  Post  Office  as  a  Newspaper  26/22/32s  Contents  ©  Benn  Publications  Ltd  1986.  All  rights  reserved.  No  part  of  this  publication  may  be  reproduced,  stored  in  a  retrieval  system,  mechanical 
photycopying,  recording  or  otherwise  without  the  prior  permission  of  Benn  Publications. 
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ier  puffs,  skin  creams,  make-up,  shaving  brushes,  tooth  brushes,  manicure  cases,  soap,  hair-slides,  combs,  sponges,  peril*  - 
and  many  other  beautiful  things  might  particularly  take  your  fancy  in  Frankfurt  from 


1.3.  to  5. 3. 1986. 


The 


Toiletries,  Perfume 


Hairdressers'  Accessories 


Trade  Fair 


will  take'place 
from  1.3.to5.3.1986. 
together  with  7  other 
exhibitions  as  part  of  the 
Frankfurt  International 
Trade  Fair.  The  largest 
trade  fair  for  consumer 
goods  in  the  world. 


Messe 
Frankfurt 


An  absolute  must 
for  anyone  driving 
or  running  a 
company  car... 

Tolley's  Company  Car  Tax  Guide 
1985/86,  by  Coopers  &  Lybrand,  is 
an  inexpensive  and  up-to-date 
source  of  information  and 
assistance  on  the  tax  treatment  of 
this  major  fringe  benefit.  In  a 
handy  glove-compartment 
format  the  Guide  covers  the 
following  areas:- 

•  the  employee's  position 

•  the  employer's  position 
@  the  VAT  implications 

•  a  useful  flowchart  which 
answers  the  question  'Willi 
pay  tax  on  my  company  car?' 

•  a  table  of  scale  rates  for  different  car  makes  and  models 
9  a  monthly  car  user's  log  to  record  business  mileage 

ISBN  085459  205-9  90pp  £3.50 

Tolley's  Company  Car  Tax  Guide  1985/86  is  available  from 
W.  H.  Smith  and  all  good  bookshops  or  direct  from  - 


Tolley 


Tolley  Publishing  Co.  Ltd. 

Tolley  House, 
17,  Scarbrook  Road, 
Croydon,  Surrey  CRO  1SQ 
England    Tel  01-686  9141 


There  is  no  substitute  for  Stoppers,  the  unique, 
original  tobacco  smokers  lozenges  that  are  helping 
so  many  to  break  the  smoking  habit.  No  dangerous 
inhalation.  No  damaging,  harmful  tobacco  extracts. 
Only  pure  nicotine  used  and  in  minute  quantities. 

OUTER  OF  TWENTY  FOUR  DISPENSERS. 
AVERAGE  CONTENTS  30  -  £17.07  INC.  VAT. 


The  STOPPERS  COMPANY  Ltd 
2  A  &  B  Taylors  Lane  Industrial  Estate,  Pilling, 
Lanes.  PR3  6AB 
Telephone:  Pilling  (STD  039  130)  787,  602 



Please  send  me  (       )  outers  of  Stoppers 

Name  

Company  

Address  

 Tel:  

The  STOPPERS  COMPANY  Ltd 

2  A  &  B  Taylors  Lane  Industrial  Estate.  Pilling,  Lanes  PR3  6AB 
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EMISTS 


earlscourt-LONDON  SEPTEMBER  14-16 


AND 


o 


The  Northern  Retail  Chemists  Exhibition 
(g-(M)(l(X|  MANCHESTER  APRIL  20-21 


9 


~HEM86 


The  West  &  Wales  Retail  Chemists  Exhibition 
EXHIBITION  CENTRE  -  BRISTOL  MAY  11  -12 


sftTCHEM'M 

The  Scottish  Retail  Chemists  Exhibition 
The  MACROBERT  PAVILION  Ingliston 
EDINBURGH  MAY  18-19 


For  full  information  contact  the  organisers: 

Tvoflno  Cm#l«il%i'fl-irhno  I  ■frrl  Exhibition  House,  Spring  Street,  London  W2  3RB 
lldQCO  CAIIIUIUUIIo  LIU  Telephone: 01-262 2886.  Telex: 25271  (KEIMWOD)G. 

Your  Guarantee:  As  Founder  Members  of  the  Association  of  Exhibition  Organisers,  we  operate  in  accordance  with  their  conditions. 


